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the first time the legislation has been
amended, because we amended it in 1965.
Perhaps in the ligsht of experience, in
another year or two, or possibly more, we
will find other points which need to be
incorporated in the legislation to make it a
better piece of legislation so that it will
operate in a better manner,

I should just like to say that it is the
function of the courts to impose sen-
tences and I am not in a position, nor am
I going to try in any shape or form, to
tell the courts what they must do.

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: I could make
suggestions as to what they should do.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Courts oper-
ate in accordance with their functions.
They mete out penalties according to the
law. Necessarily this matter must be left
entirely to the court to perform. Once the
court has sentenced a man he comes under
the jurisdiction of the Parole Board by
reason of the fact that he is either given
a period of probation or a minimum sen-
tence. After he has served it he may come
before the Parole Board for consideration
for parole. That is the function of the
hoard. If the parole officers have a case-
load which is too high—and I admit it is
too high—that is unfortunate. However,
the whole of the blame should not be
pointed in the direction of the parole
officers who happen to be overworked.

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: You are not
suggesting that I blame the officers.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I am not
even thinking of you at the moment.

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: I know I do
net count in your eyes.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon, A. P. GRIFFITH: Isn’t that
a silly remark! This is & mutual arrange-
ment whereby the parolee has his obliga-
tions in the same way as the parole officer
has his duty. Some people require no super-
vision at all. Unfortunately some people
in the community make one mistake, but
they only make that one mistake; they are
the sort of people who will go out on
parole, compieie it satisfactorily, and be-
come good citizens again. However, there
are others who do not learn and who will
never learn. It does not matter what sort
of supervision is given fo these peoble,
they will not improve. However that is
the system. I am glad t0 know that the
Bill, which is intended tc improve it, has
received support.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, elc,

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

House adjourned at 1043 p.m.
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The SPEAKER (Mr. Guthrie) took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers. °

QUESTIONS (35): ON NOTICE

1. This question was postponed until
Tuesday, the 8th Oclober.

+ MINERAL CLATMS
Nimingarra Area

2, Mr. BICKERTON asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Mines:
Reverting to questions of the 19th
September re mining claims in

the Nimingarra area—

(1) Has he for native welfare let
a tribute to any operation for
mining eclaims MC741 and
MC742; if so, to whom?

(2) If a tribute has been let, what
action has he taken to en-
sure that the claims are
opberated?

(3) Has he considered offering a
tribute to some person or
persons who is/are prepared
to work the claims and so
produce revenue for the
Native Welfare Department?

Mr. BOVELL replied:

(1) Tribute agreement No. 1/1965,
Marble Bar, as between the
Minister for Native Welfare
and Thomas Martin, is
registered against mineral
claims Nos. 741 and 743 at
Nimingarra in the Pilbara
goldfield.

(2) The matter iz one for the
Department of Native Wel-
fare.

(3) This would be in the province
of the Minister for Native
Welfare, who is the regis-

tered holder of ihie ciaims.

LAND AT BALCATTA
Zoning and Subdivision

3. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Town
Planning:

Adverting to the answer given to
(a) of my question on the 19th
September last regarding land
zoned residential in an ares
bounded by North Beach Road
and Cedric and George streets,
Balcatta— ’
(a) Can it now be accepted that
the subject area has been
ﬁpally approved as a residen-
tial area, and that no portion
will be zoned for hotel pur-
poses;
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(b) If not, then what is the posi-
tion?

Mr. LEWIS replied:

(2) and (b Zoning can never be
regarded as final. It is com-
- petent for a Iocal authority
at any time fo Initiate a re-
zoning. If such action were
taken, the rezoning would be
dealt with on the lines indi-
cated in my answer to the
honourable member on the

19th September.

RAILWAYS

Freight on Wool
4 Mr. W. A, MANNING asked the

Minister for Railways:

(1) What was the rail freight on wool
for 150 and 250 miles in 19507

(2} What alterations have been made
since?

(3) W1)1?t is the present freight as in
(1

(4) Are there any special regulations
as to minimumn loadings, etc?

Mr, O’'CONNOR replied:

(1> 150 miles—60s. 8d. per ton.
250 miles—85s. 8d. per ton,

(2}
1851 1953 1960 1965+

150 miles ... 855, 2d. 110s. %d. 118s. 6d. 118s. 114,
280 miles ... 106s. 0d. 137s. 10d. 148s. 0d. 148s. 24.

* The freight rates for geods rated similarly to wool were
increased by 24 per cent, in 1963, but as a special measure
to the industry a 2% per cent. reduction of the new rates has
application to wopl 50 that, in effect, wool was excluded
from the generat freight increase.

(3) 150 miles—$11.89.
250 miles—$14.82,

(4) When the exclusive use of a
wagon is required a minimum
charge has application. The rele-
vant charges for (3) above being
$28.20 and $37.80 per 4-wheeled
wagon.

5. This question was postponed.

EKEALGOORLIE REGIONAL HOSPITAL
Appointment of Resident Medical Officer

6. Mr. T. D. EVANS asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:
(1) Has he received a letter from the

EKalgoorlie Chamber of Commerce
(Inc.) dated the 25th September
last re the shortage of doctors at
Kalgoorlie?

(2) 7¥ill he give early consideration to
javing appointed to that centre
at least one resident medical
officer for the regional hospital?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) The whole medical situation at
Kalgoorlie is under consideration.

1.

LANDS DEPARTMENT

Divisional Office, Kimberley

Mr. RIDGE asked the Minister for
Lands:

Will he give consideration to
opening a divisional office of the
Lands Department in EKimberley
and staffing it with fleld and
administrative personnel with the
qualifications and authority to
quickly and effectively process
land transactions in the region?

. BOVELL repljed:

Consideration is now being given
to establishing Lands Department

" representation at Port Hedland

and KEununurra.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT

Amendment

Mr. FLETCHER. asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Local
Government.

Mr.

Is there any intention of amend-
ing the Local Government Act
this session to give ratepayers the
right to express asn opinion, by
way of referendum, on the
amalgamation of local govern-
ment areas as suggested in the
recent assessment commitiee re-
port?

. NALDER replied:

No.

NATIVES
Provision of Land
BRADY asked the Minister for

Lands:

1

2)

(3)

Mr.

1§}

(2)

3y

Is there any land set aside for the
benefit of natives apart from
native reserves?

What areas of land are sef aside
as native reserves and where are
they located?

What conditions are native appli-
cants for farming or pastoral pro-
perties expected to comply with?

BOVELL replied:

Land is reserved for the benefit of
natives for various purposes in-
cluding camping, community
centres, farming centres, hostels,
housing, land settlement, missions,
and preservation of native art.
There are numerous areas of land
throughout the State set aside
for natives and an answer to this
question would involve lengthy re-
search. Information on a specific
area or purpose could be supplied
on request to the Lands Depart-
ment.

There is provision in section 9 of
the Land Act to assist any person
descended from the original in-
habitants of Australia in obtain-
ing conditional purchase land
made available under this section
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of the Act. .The conditions of
development would be determined
in accordance with the type of
agriculture in the district con-
cerned and under the provisions
of section 47 of the Land Act.
Native applicants for land under
other conditions would receive
equal consideration and the de-
cision of the land board would be
on the relative merits of each ap-
plication.

Children: Educational Assistance

10. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Education:

(1} Is any special help given to native
children through his department
where normal attendance at school

. is required?

(2) Are native children given any
assistance when attending board-
ing schools?

{3} Will he outline the nature of
assistance, if any, in each case?

Mr. LEWIS replied:

(1) Natives in law receive 33 for prim-
ary pupils and $6 for secondary
students—with an additional $2
for manual training or home
science if this applies—per annum
towards books and materials re-

. quired for school.

(2} Boarding allowances are available
to native children as they are to
white students who have to board
away from home to attend school.
Department of Native Welfare
bursaries are paid by the Depart-
ment of Native Welfare to assist
native children capable of gain-
ing a Junior or High School Certi-
ficate, This assistance is not
dependent upon the student being
eligible for a living away from
home allowance, but he must have
the recommendation of the distriet
superintendent,

(3) Boarding allowance for—

(a) student bearding away to do
full time primary or first three
vears of secondary course—
280-$160 depending on zone
in which he lives;

(b student hoarding away to do
fourth and fifth years of
secondary course or course ab
a technical institution—$120-
$200 depending on zone in
which he lives.

Establishment in Agricultural Pursuils

11. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for

Native Welfare:

(1) Has the department any plans for
settling natives on the land as
market gardeners or cereal pro-
ducers?

12.

13,

@)

3)

(1)
(2}
3

Mr,

Have any natives been assisted in
recent years to carry out agricul-
tural activities?

What has been the nature of the
assistance rendered by—

(a) Department of Native Wel-

fare;
{b) other departments?

. LEWIS replied:

Yes.

Yes.

(a) Financial assistance and
managerial advice,

(b) The Lands Department has
made land available in cer-
tain areas. The Department
of Agriculture has assisted
with professional and techni-
cal advice,

MINING ACT
Amendment
T. D. EVANS asked the Minister

representing the Minister for Mines:

1

(2)

§ )]

Is he now able to advise what
legislative steps will be taken, if
any, to amend the Mining Act to
meet the request of goldfields
metnbers as recently placed before
him by way of deputation?

If s0, will he please indicate the
nature of proposed amendments
and when same will be intro-
duced?

. BOVELL replied:

and (2} The Minister has con-
sidered the matier and desires to
have a further meeting with inter-
ested members, which he will ar-
range immediately.

MOTOR VEHICLES

Safety Measures for Children

Mz,

DUNN asked the Minister for

Police:

1)

)

Mr.

In view of the death of two young
children who were thrown out of
motor vehicles involved in aceci-
dents, one at Kewdale on the Bih
September, 1968, and the other
at Victoria Park, on the 27th
September, 1968, would he have
a full investigation made as to
the desirability and suitability of
a safety device currently on the
market which c¢laims to give
children between the ages of seven
months and five years protec-
tion similar to that afiordead glder
children and adults who use safety
belts?

Could this House be advised of
the results of sueh an investiga-
tion when it comes to hand?

O’CONNOR (for Mr. Craig)

replied:

(1)

and (2) Child restraining devices
are currently the subject of an
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investigation by the Standards
Association of Australia (Docu-
ment 1295).

A draft standard has been circu-
lated for comment and a stendard
in final form will ultimately be
published.

When this is done it will be the
responsiblity of the State to in-
corporate the standard in its legis~
lation, similar to what has been
done with safety belts.

In the interim an investigation as
proposed would not serve any use-
ful purpose.

EALAMUNDA HIGH SCHOQOL

Lighting of Tennis Courts

14, Mr. DUNN asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) Is he aware that the EKalamunda

2)

(3)

1

(2)
3

High School! has entered nine
teams in the Kalamunda and Dis-
tricts Basket Ball Association night

competition this summer; if so,
can he advise—
(a) If permission has been

granted to equip the existing
tennis courts with suitable
lighting for night play with-
out affecting their use as ten-
nis courts?

If the Educationr Depari-
ment is prepared to contribute
to the costs which may be
involved and, if so, to what
extent?

As the ecompetition commences
early in November and if approval
is granted, could this matter be
treated with a sufficient degree
of urgency to allow for the courts
to be ready in time?

In view of the high school teams
using the courts of other teams in
the association, can permission
be granted for home matches to
be played on these courts?

(b}

. LEWIS replied:

No.

(a) An application to equip the
tennis courts with sultable
liehting has not been received.

In view of the urgent re-
quirements for classroom ac-
commodation, financial as-
sistance cannot be made
avallable for this work.

See answer to (1) (b).

As lighting will not be available,
use of the courts will not be pos-
sible. Special permission is re-
quired for schoel grounds to be
used at night time.

by

HEALTH

Smoking end Lung Cancer

15. Mr. CASH asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:

16.

17.

I

(2)

(3

Mr.

1)

(2)

)]

What knowledge has he of a re-
port published by the Anti-Cancer
Council of Australia indicating the
connection between smoking and
lung cancer and classifying cigar-
ettes according to their nicotine
content? .

Was this matter discussed at the
June, 1988, conference of health
Ministers?

What steps are being taken in this
State to reduce the incidence of
lung cancer caused by smoking?
ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

I am aware of a report by the
Anti-Cancer Council of Victoria on
this matter.

A National Health and Medical
Research Council interim report
on the labelling of cigarettes was
discussed.

The effects of smoking are dealt
with in the health education
course given in secondary schools.
Pamphlets have been distributed
to school children by the National
Heart Foundation.

Health Education Council lectures
community groups on the effects
of smoking,

LOTTERIES COMMISSION

Turnover and Advertising

Mr, CASH asked the Chief Secretary:

(1) By how much did the turnover of
the Lotteries Commission increase
or decrease in the period 1967-68
as compared with the period 1966-
67?

(2) What amount was spent by the
commission on advertising in
1967-68 as compared with each of
the previous five years?

Mr, O'CONNOR (for Mr. Craig) re-

plied:

(1) A decrease of $425,000.

(2) 1963—833,737.
1964—$42,751.

1965—§41,197.
1966—$58,773.
1867—%$91,000.
1968—$93,564.
DUPLEX DWELLINGS
Purchase by Tenants

Mr. GRAHAM sasked the Minister for

Housing:

(1) Is it permissible or possible for
the tenant of & commission duplex
dwelling to purchase the unit
oceupied by him?

{2) If not, what are the reasons?

(3} Is consideration being given fo
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making it possible for tenants of
such premises to purchase if they
so desire?

If so, what progress has been
made, and when can a final de-
cision be expected?

. O'NEIL replied:

No,
The commission recently resolved
not to sell duplex or other

multiple units, as these are to be
regarded as forming part of the
permanent pool of rental accom-
modation,

and (4) Answered by (2).
WOOD CHIP INDUSTRY

Exports: Control by Commonwealth

18. Mr,

for
1)

(2}

1

2)

H. D. EVANS asked the Minister
Industrial Development:

Can he indicate to the House the
precise nature and extent of the
controls proposed hy the Federal
Government on the export of
wood chips from Western Aus-
tralia?

Will these proposed controls have
any delaying effect upon the
establishment of a wood chip in-
dustry in this State; if so, to what
extent?

. COURT replied:

The precise nature and extent of
the controls proposed by the
Commonwealth Government are
not fully known at this stage.
From parliamentary and Press
comments from the Common-
wealth Government and my dis-
cussions with the appropriate
Minister, it would appear that in
the granting of export licenses
the Commonwealth will have re-
gard for the factors of price,
origin, control of capital involved
in the venture, and degree of
local processing.

The exact details of how the con-
trols are to be applied are to be
the subject of early discussion
between the Commonwealth and
the State Governments.

This cannot be determined at this
juncture although it is appropri-
ate to say that the State Govern-
ment does not intend to allow the
Commonwealth announcement to
delay its final decision on the
allocation of a forestry license so
far as our own internal authority
extends.

Needless to say, if an export
license cannot be obtained from
the Commonwealth on manage-
able conditions, establishment
could he delayed.
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I can now say that the Premier
has this aftérnoon announced the
granting of the license to Bunning
Bros. Pty. Ltd.

COMMONWEALTH AID ROADS FUND

State Expendilure

19. Mr. JONES asked the Minister for
Works:

a0,

N

&)

(3}
@)

Mr,
1)

What moneys have been spent
annually by the State from the
Commonwealth Aid Roads Fund
for the years 1965-66 to 1867-68
inclusive?
Of the above sum, how much was
spent for the following purposes—
(a) acquisition of land for road

purpeses—

(1) country;

(ii) metropolitan;
(b) construction of roadways—

(1) ecountry;

(ii) metropolitan;
(¢) construction of bridges—

(1) country;

(ii) metropolitan?
What is the estimated expenditure
on the above for 1968-697?
What was the total expenditure
in the mefropolitan area for the
years 1965-66 to 1967-68 inclusive?

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

to (4) Considerable research will
be necessary by the Main Roads
Department to obtain the infor-
mation required in answer to this
gquestion. However, when the
information is available I will see
that it is tabled for his informa-
tion.

CANNINGTON HIGH SCHOOL

Mr,

Completion of Work
BATEMAN asked the Minister for

Education:

1)

(2

§))

In view of the continued requests
for information from the Can-
nington High Schocl Parents and
Citizens’ Association, can he
advise when it is anticipated the
following work at the high school
will be completed—

(a) general drainage;

(b) repair to paving;

(¢) repair to P.A. system;

(d)> completion of gymnasium?
When will the Cannington High
School become a fourth year high
school? ,

. LEWIS replied:

(a) It is anticipated that a scheme
and estimated cost for general
drainage will be available for
consideration in the very near
future

(b Paving:r repairs are being
investigated by the Publie
Works Department.
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(¢} Repairs to the P.A. system are
anticipated to be completed
in the near future.

(d) It is not likely that the gym-
nasium will be completed this
financial year.

It is uniikely that it will be

possible to refain fourth-year

students in the school before

1970.

TRAFFIC SIGN
Station Street, Cannington
BATEMAN asked the Minister for

Traffic:

Mr.

In view of the {raffic signs dis-
played in various places through-
out Western Australia with respect
to stock crossing roads, log haul-
ing etc., would he consider putting
signs up at Station Street, Can-
nington, to warn motorists of
horses crossing to attend the
Cannington trotting training
track?

O'CONNOR (for Mr. Craig) re-

plied:
. The Main Roads Department will

investigate the need to provide a-

special sign to warn motorists of
horses crossing Station Street.

WIMBLEDON STREET, KENWICK
Development as Access Road

22, Mr.
for
(1)

(2)

Mr.
(S}
(2)

BATEMAN asked the Minister
Works:

When is it anticipated tihat
Wimbledon Sireet, Kenwick, will
be develoned as a limited access
road?

Is it a fact that this road will then
become Albany Highway?

RO3S HUTCHINSON replied:
Wo date has been set for this work.
Yes.

DUMBLEYUNG-NEWDEGATE ROAD

23. Mr.

Traffic Counts
YOUNG asked the Minister for

Works:

(¢8)

2

Mr.
(1

When were _the last two traffic
counts taken on the Dumbleyung-
Newdegate Road?

What was the vehicle density on
each of these counts?

RQSS HUTCHINSON replied:

A traffie eount was taken during
the period the 23rd February,
1968, to the 28th February, 1968,
20 miles east of Lake Grace, and
during the period the 1lst March,
1968, to the 6th March, 1968, 25
miles west of Lake Grace.

&3]

24,

Mr.

The count taken east of Lake
Grace produced 194 vehicles per
day, and the count taken west
of Lake Grace produced 271
vehicles per day.

PORT OF DAMPIER
Naming and Definition
TONKIN asked the Minister for

Works:

¢}’

2

)

(1)

On what date were discussions
held between an officer of the
Commonwealth and the Under-
Secretary for the Public Works
Department in this State as to
whether the port for Hamersley
Iron Pty. Ltd. should be called
Dampier or King Bay?

Was information soughf by the
Commonwealth from the Under-
Secretary, Public Works Depart-
ment, concerning the definition
of the area of the Port of Dam-
pier?

If “Yes,” what "information was
supplied?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

to (3) No discussion has taken
place Dbetween Commonwealth
officers and the Under-Secretary,
Public Works Department. How-
ever, as a result of hydrographical
services of the Royal Australian
Navy investigating the King Bay
area, Hamersley Iron Pty. Ltd.
approached the Department of
Industrial Development for ap-
proval to name the area. The
request was considered on the
26th April, 1965, by the Nomen-
clature Advisory Committee which
recommended approval of the
name of Dampier for the proposed
townsite. This recommendation
received the approval of the
Minister for Lands. The bay re-
mained named King Bay but the
townsite was named Dampier.

' DAMMING OF GASCOYNE RIVER
. Rocky Pool and Kennedy Range Sites

25, Mr.

NORTON asked the Minister for

Works:

1)

)

e

4)

With respect to the damming of
the Gascoyne River, what surveys
have been completed at—
¢a) the Rocky Pool; and
{b)} the Kennedy Range,

dam sites?
What surveys have yet to be cum-
pleted in respect of the above-.
mentioned dam sites?
What work was carried out on—
(a) the Rocky Pool dam site; and
(b) the Kennedy Range dam site,
during the last financial year?
Whai was the cost of the work
referred to in (3)?
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When is it anticipated that a de-
cision will be made on the feasi-
bility or otherwise of constructing
a dam on either or both of the
sites?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

and (2) Hydrographic, geological,
topographic surveys, and founda-
tion drilling have been completed
to the stage of enabling feasibility
reports to be prepared for these
dam sites.

(a) Rocky Pogl Dam Site—

Geological investigations,
drilling and some topographi-
cal surveys;

(b) Kennedy Range Dam Site—
Some hydrographic informa-
tion was obtained.

$31,000.

Completion of feasibility study is

expected by mid-1969.

RAPID TRANSIT TERMINAL, MIDLAND

26. Mr.

Invitations to Opening
BRADY asked the Minister for

Railways:

(D

2)

3)

(4}

(1)

2)

3>

Is the general public being ex-
tended an invitation to the open-
ing of the new railway terminal at
Midland on Tuesday, the 8th Octo-
ber, 1968, or should invitations be
sought from the Railways Depart-
ment?

Are the representatives of local
business concerns being specifically
invited?

What organisations are being in-
vited, if any?

Are employees who worked on the
project receiving invitations to be
present?

. O’'CONNOR replied:

An invitation to the public to at-
tend the officlal opening will be
extended through ths Press.
100 invitations have been issued
to the Midland Town Council for
distribution to councillors and re-
presentatives of local husiness
concerns.
Invitations have been issued to
representatives of the following
organisations:—
Town of Midland.
Shire of Mundaring.
Shire of Swan-Guildford.
Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority.
Town Planning Board.
Transport Advisory Counecil.
Perth Chamber of Commerce.
W.A. Chamber of Manufactur-
ers.
Retail Traders’ Association.

27.

28.

Commonwealth Employment
Service.

Metropolitan Passenger Trans
port Trust. :
Midland Weorkshops Welfare

Committee.

Railway unions.
(4) No.

RAILWAYS
Overway at West Midland

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for

Railways:

(1) Will he confer with the Main
Roads Department fo see if an
overhead bridge for the safety of
passengers can be built at West
Midland Station?

(2) Is he aware the parents and eiti-
zens’ association at West Midland
was one of the first organisations
to request an overhead bridge for
the safety of children?

Mr, OQ’'CONNOR replied:

(1) A subway is provided at the West
Midland Station for the safety
and econvenience of passengers
from the viewpoint of railway
operations. The provision of
pedestrian overways for adjacent
streets is not a railway responsi-
bility.

(2) Yes,

RESERVE, ALDAY STREET
Development

Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for

Lands:
Does he know of any plans for the
development in the near or fore-
seeable future of all or any part
of - the reserve at the corner of
Alday Street and Albany Highway,
East Victoria Park?

Mr. BOVELL replied:
The area referred to was formerly
Reserve 22528, Technical School
Site, which was recently can-
celled and made available to the
State Housing Commission in
exchange for land at Balga for
the same purpose.
An area fronting Albany Highway
has been retained as Reserve
28494 for the purpose of a park,
glthough I am not aware of any
developmental plan for this land
at the present time,
Reserve 26956 was Dpreviously
excluded from Reserve 22529 for
the purpose of a fire station.
A diagram of the land concerned
is submitted for tabling.

The diagram was tabled.
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INDUSTRIAL FUMES, KWINANA

Efect on Workers

29, Mr. TAYLOR asked the Minister for
Labour:

30.

31.

1)

(2}

(1)

On how many occasions since the
24th May this year have construe-
tion workers in the new Austra-
lian Iron and Steel Pty. Ltd. plant
at Ewinana been ordered to stop
work because of the suspected
presence of gas?

On the 24th September, the oc-
casion when two construction
workers at this plant reported
that they had been affected by
gas, how many employees of Aus-
tralian Iron and Steel Pty. Ltd.
also reported that they had been
affected by gas?

. O’NEIL replied:

The Mines Department advises
that there have been 51 stoppages,
all at the instigation of the com-
pany’s officers.

(2) None.

Inspections
Mr. TAYL.OR asked the Minister for
Labour:

1§

2

3

n

2)

&)

Does the question of work safety
as regards fumes and gas come
within the province of the Pac-
tories and Shops Act?

H “Yes,” is a departmental in-
spector regularly employed in the
Kwinana area to check on such
matters?

On how many occasions since the
24th May this year has a fac-
tories inspector visited the ares
to carry out inspections?

. O’NEIL replied:

Yes: on premises subject to regis-
tration under the Pactories and
Shops Act.

Factory inspecfors make normal
routine inspections in the area,
but once again only in connection
with premises registered under
the Factories and Shops Act,
Routine factory inspections have
been carried out on three occa-
sions since the 24th May this
year,

TRAFFIC SIGNS

Fairfield Street, M{. Hawthorn

Mr,

BERTRAM asked the Minister for

Police:

Will he investigate the accident
history of the intersections of
Fairfield and Ellesmere streets
and Fairfield and Woodstock
streets, Mt. Hawthorn, and advise
whether “Stop” or other signs will
be erected at either or hoth of
them?

Mr., O'CONNOR (for Mr. Craig) re-
plied:

The Main Roads Department will
investigate the need for the pro-
vision of traffic control devices at
the intersections of Fairfield and
Woodstock streets, Mt. Hawthorn.

HIRE-PURCHASE ACT
Charges and Convictions

32. Mr. BERTRAM asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Justice:

How many charges under respec-
tive sections have been laid and
how many convictions have re-
sulted under the Hire-Purchase
Act in each of the last flve years?

. COURT replied:

None.

SODITUM LIGHTING ON CROSSWALKS

Accident Statistics

33. Mr. CASH asked the Minister for
Traffic;

Assuming that the sodium vapour
lighting of crosswalks creates for
motorists a greater awareness of
the existence of the crosswalk,
will he supply details of the
change in daytime accident statis-
tics for all crosswalks illuminated
at night by sodium vapour light-
ing, as requested in part (2) (b
of question 5 on the 1st October?

Mr. O'CONNOR (for Mr. Craig) re-
plied:

Daytime accidents at sodium
lighted pedestrian crossings—
The 1st January, 1963, to the
31st December, 1965 (before
sodium lighting}:
Vehicles anly ... ... 75
Pedestrians ... 15
The 1st January, 1966, to the
30th June, 1968 (after sodium
lighting) -
Vehicles only ...
Pedestrians

... 95
. 16

INDUSTRIAL FUMES, KWINANA

34, Mr

Inspections
TAYLOR asked the Minister

represeniing the Minister for Health:

On how many occasions since the
24th May, this year have officers
of the committee set up under
the Clean Air Act investigated the
emission of fumes and gases from
industry in the Kwinana area?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

On seven occasions.
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TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD

35. Mr.

Credit Bettling
TONKIN asked the Minister for

Police:

Mr.

Are records being kept at T.A.B.
agencies from which information
may be obtained from time to
time as to the number of persons,
end their respective deposits, who
take advantage of the authorised
method of betting by telephone
provided for in operating instrue-
tion 279/63°7

O’CONNOR  {(for Mr. Craig)

replied:

The acceptance of bets by tele-
phone is permitted only against a
deposit account established and
maintained in aecordance with
regulations 20, 21, 22, and 23 made

under the Totalisator Agency
Board Betting Act, 1960-68, in
which case full and separate

records are kept on behalf of the
board at the totalisator agency
concerned.

Where, however, an agent of the
board, acting on behalf of an
investor, places a cash bet out of
cash funds held, not on behalf of
the board, but on behalf of the
investor, in addition to the ordi-
nary cash betting records, the
original totalisator ticket, identifi-
able by the agent to the person
on whese behalf the agent so
acted, would normally be available
in the agenecy on the day con-
cerned. Such a ticket is held by
the agent on behalf of, and as
the property of, the investor.

QUESTIONS (4): WITHOUT NOTICE

1. Mr.

KIMBERLEY ELECTION
Irregular Voting
COURT (Minister for Industrial

Development) ;

On Thursday, the 19th September,
1968, the Leader of the Oppositicn
asked me, as Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Justice, the
following gquestions:—
(1) With reference to the reply
given to questions asked on
Tuesday, the 13th August last,
concerning the false persona-
tion pf George Widdjoe at the
Gogo Station polling booth,
Kimberley, have the inguiries
which the Chief Electoral
Officer undertock to cause to
be made heen completed?
If “Yes,” will he table a copy
of the report on the matter?
On behalf of the Minister for
Justice I replied as follows:—
(1) The Minister for Justice has
been advised hy. the Chief
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Electoral Officer that the
police report was received this
morning.

The Minister has not yet had
an oppoertunity to examine
the report, but when he does
so, the honourable member
will be further advised.

The relative papers are laid on
the Table of the House for one
week.

(2)

The papers were tabled.

2. Mr.

YORK GAOL
Demolition
GAYFER asked the Minister for

Works:

My question without notice is
occasioned by questions asked by
me without nofice on the 1st Qcto-
ber, and I apologise for these fur-
ther questions without notice, but
certain events have happened
rather quickly—

(1) Would he please recall the
tenders for the proposed
demalition of part of the old
York gaol until such times as
a full appraisal has been made
of the project by the Public
Works Department in con-
junction with representatives
of the York Shire Council,
local people, and the National
Trust of Australia (W.AD?

Would he ascertain if it is
correct that by the proposed
demolition t¢ make way for a
two-car carport accommoda-
tion for four cars (and at pre-
sent in use) and a further two
cars is bheing demolished?
(3>Would he also cause investiga-
gation into the allegations
that a sum, certainly not equal
to the demolition charges and
proposed new erection, could
indeed preserve these old 1833
buildings and still provide the
departmeint with safe housing
for two or more motor
vehicles?

(2)

. ROBS HUTCHINSON replied:

I would like to thank the honour-

able member for giving me some

notice of this question. The an-
swer is at follows:—

(1) Yes. Tenders will be with-
drawn.

(2) Yes, it is correct that the pro-
posed demolition would des-
troy accommeodation at pre-
sent being used as a garage.

(3) Yes.

I have some additional informa-

tion that may be of some value.

At the time of the honourable

member’s question without notice
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yesterday, Mr. Marshall Clifton,
who is the architectural adviser to
the Nationel Trust, requested the
department to have g re-examina-
tion of the proposed demolition.
This, in conjunction with the ques-
tion without notice asked by the
honourable member, has resulted
in the answers I have given to-
day.

Furthermore, Mr. Clifton has ad-
vised this department that the
people of York wish to save the
whole structure and raise funds
for restoration.

I give that information because
it was given to me. I do not know
whether I speak completely for the
people of York, but this informa-
tion was given by Mr. Clifton on
behalf of the National Trust.

BILLS TO RATIFY AGREEMENTS

3.

Amendment of Schedules

Mr. 7. D. EVANS asked the Speaker:
Will he please state the authority,
if any, for the proposition that in
the case of a Bill to ratify an
agreement between the State and
another party where such agree-
ment is contained within a
schedule to such Bill it is only
competent for the Legislature to
either accept the said schedule
in toto or reject same in tofo
without the opportunity to amend
the said schedule?

The SPEAKER replied:

I thank the honourable member
for giving me some notice of this
question. I cannot tell him what
authority there is because I have
not had time to look at the posi-
tion, but I can tell him quite
clearly the reason. A schedule to
a Bill contains an agreement be-
tween the Government and g pri-
vate company or & private
individual and it is gquite incompe-
tent for some outside body to
amend someone else’s agreement.
It would not be proper or correct
for Parliament, say, to amend an
agreement in which a company
had undertaken obligations
where, say, they were quadrupled
or increased by 500 per cent, This
would be quite wrong. It is a
factual document and cannot be
amended unilaterally or by an
outside body.

In speaking on this, I would re-
mind members that amendments
to Bills do not come forward while
I am in the Chair; it is when the
House is under the control of the
Chairman of Commitiees and he
would have to form his own
opinion. But my view is that the

4.

3

operative part of the Bill is &s
open to amendment as is a clause
in any other Bill. I will take, as
an example, the Bill which was
recently before the House dealing
with the nickel refinery.
Clause 3 is the operative clause
and reads—
The Agreement is approved, and
subject to its provisions shall
operate and take effect.
It would be quite proper for an
amendment to be agreed to by
the Comimittee altering that
clause fo read—
The Agreement is approved and
shall take effect subject to the

company accepting certain
amendments.
Those amendments could be

detailed in the Bill. Then it would
be open to the company to say
whether it liked them or not. If
it accepted them, then the ratifi-
cation would take effect, If not,
the Bil! would be annulled.

GRIEVANCE DAY
Standing Order 224

GAYFER asked the Speaker:

I would like to ask your opinion

on Standing Order 224 dealing

with grievance day.

The SPEAKER: Order! I must make
it quite clear to the member for
Avon-and all other members that
questions can only be asked of the
Speaker after private notice.

BILLS (4): INTRODUCTION AND
FIRST READING

. Kewdale Lands Development
Amendment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr,
Court (Minister for Industrial
Development), and read a first
time,

. Timber Industry Regulation
Amendment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.
Bovell (Minister for Forests), and
read a first time.

Industrial Arbitration Act Amend-
ment Bill,

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.
O'Neil (Minister for Labour), and
read a first time.

. Taxi-cars (Co-ordination and Con-

trol) Act Amendment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.
O’Connor (Minister for Transport),
and read a first time.

BILLS (4): THIRD READING

Mr.

Act

Act

. Railways Discontinuance and Land

Revestment Bill.

Bill read a third time, on motion by
Mr. O'Connor (Minister for Rail-
ways), and transmitted to the
Council.
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2. Motor Vehicle (Third Party Insur-
ance Surcharge) Act Amendment
Bill.

Bill read a third time, on motion by
Mr. Nalder (Minister for Agricul-
ture), and passed.

3. Justices Act Amendment Bill,

Bill read a third time, on motion by
Mr. Court (Minister for Industrial
Development), and passed.

4, Local Government Act Amendment
Bill.

Bill read a third time, on motion by
Mr. Nalder {(Minister for Agricul-
ture), and passed.

DE VANEY v. QUARTERMAINE
Tabling of Papers: Motion

- MR. TONKIN (Melville—Leader of the
‘Opposition) [5.4 pm.]: I move—

That all papers relating to a charge
laid by Special Constable DeVaney
employed by the firm of Charlie
Carter Pty. Litd. against a Mrs.
Quartermaine Ifor shop-lifting and
which upon being heard by Mr. J. F.
Syme, 8.M., in May of this year was
dismissed, be laid upon the Table of
the House.

This is the type of motion in connection
with which one does not rise with any
great degree of relish., But when one has
a dufy to perform, irrespective of one's
personal feelings in the matter, if one is
convinced that there is such a duty then
one is obliged to endeavour to discharge
it without fear or favour.

Some months ago—very early in the
vear—my attention was drawn to an oc-
currence which disturbed me greatly, and
I was asked to look into the matter. As
my inquiries proceeded I became disturbed,
indeed, that such a situation as had been
described to me could exist in Western
Australia. In short, the situation as ex-
plained was that it was possible 0 ap-
proach magistrates in Western Australia
before cases were heard and get them
to agree either to permit a charge being
withdrawn, or that no conviction be re-
corded; that is, if one had sufficient
standing in the communify and sufficient
prestige to be able to get such a result.

However, if one had very little standing
then one had to stand the racket of what-
ever fault one had been guilty of or what-
ever offence one had committed.

Now, a charge was laid in March of this
year by a special constable who was em-
ployed by the firm of Charlie Carter Pty.
Ltd., and the charge was one of shop-
lifting from that firm. This particular
charge did not go before the court in the
ordinary way, as charges generzlly do,
within a matter of hours or days, bhut
there appeared to be some delay.
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When the special constable inquired
from the prosecuting sergeant what date
was likely to be fixed for the hearing of
the case, the sergeant said, “This case
is not coming on, is it?” Now I will leave
it there for the moment and I will re-
fer to another case which did go on. I
will quote an extract from the Daily
News of the 3rd June, 1968, as follows:—

She Took 23¢ Pair of Gloves—
Bond, Shame

A 68-year-old woman pensioner who
has an invalid husband faced a charge
of shoplifting today.

“The only money I have in the hank
is for my husband's and my funeral,”
she said in Perth Police Court.

“We only draw $23 pension a fort-
night.”

The lady concerned—
. . . admitted having taken a pair of
rubber gloves valued at 23¢c from a
seli-service store in Beaufort-st., Mt.
Lawley.

She was put on a $3¢ six-month
good-behaviour bond.

Magistrate F. E. A. Bateman ftold
her: "For the sake of 22¢c you have
risked your good name and suffered
the indignity of having to appear in
court.

“There are other people charged
today with this type of offence and
it will be a little hard not to treat
you differently.”

Two other women—both housewives
—were also charged with stealing
from the same store last Saturday.

Their names were given and both women
were fined $20. There was no suggestion
that any magistrate would be approached
in these cases, or that the cases could
be withdrawn, Once the charges were
levied, those pecple appeared in the court
within a very short time of being
charged.

Some time ago it was brousht ¢¢ my
notice that a man's motorcar- had been
stolenr, and he reported the theft to the
police. The police subsequently found
the car and the person who stole it. It
happened to be the man's own son. The
man then said to the police, “I do not
want to press any charge against my own
son for stealing my motorear. I can deal
with it.” However, he was told by the
police that, under the Police Act, the
matter was out of his hands completely.
It was then in the hands of the police
and there was ne authority to withdraw,
and that case went to court.

Now I return fo the particular case
with which I am dealing. Some time
elapsed and the case did not come on.
The charge was laid in March, and finally,
upon the special constable pressing, a date
was fixed. Now, the day before the date
fixed for the case to be heard—which
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was in May, and the charge was laid
in March—after a number of adjowrn-
ments, a certain gentleman who was &
member of the firm—and a highly placed
member of the firm—to which the hus-
band of the alleged shoplifter belonged,
rang Charlie Carters and suggested that
this was a matter about which they ought
to talk. He said he could not talk about
it over the telephone and that he would
like to come down to the shop and talk
about it, which he did.

He went into Mr. Birmingham’s office
and he dlscussed this case in the presence
of the special constable and another mem-
ber of the firm, and he asked that this
charge be withdrawn. He said the hus-
band had already suffered enough through
the publicity. He said, “Think of what
will happen. There will be television
cameras and the like, This woman's hus-
band occuples a high position, so I sug-
gest that the charge be withdrawn.”

The special constable told him, quite
clearly, that this could not happen. The
special constable would know because he
had been a member of the Police Force
for many years—eighteen years, in fact,
11 years of which were served in the C.I.B.
He said this was a matter for the magis-
trate. De Vaney, having laid the charge,
was in no position to withdraw 1t. At
that, I am informed, this gentleman who
went down to have the case withdrawn
said, in the presence of witnesses who
can be produced, “A magistrate can be got
who will agree to the withdrawal.”

According to what I was told by Mr.
Birmingham of Charlie Carters, the sug-
gestion that magistrates in Western Aus-
tralia could be s0 influenced appalled him,
and he said so. However the particular
gentleman who went to see him was not
at all concerned about his protest on that
point and he szid that Charlie Carters
would be sorry if it proceeded with the
charge and, in any event, the person
concerned would not be convicted.

Mr. Speaker, you will appreciate the
seriousness of this situation. If ordinary
people like this 68-year-old pensioner have
to go to court and take the punishment
meted out to them for a misdemeanour,
so should everybody else, irrespective of
their prestige or station. As a matter of
fact the way I view it, there is more justifi-
cation for sending before the courta
socialite than a 6§8-year-old pensioner who
has no influence at court.

I was s0 disturbed ahout the matter that
I spoke to the Minister for Justice and
asked him if I might discuss the subject
with him and see the magistrate’s notes
of evidence; because when the case did
go before the court-—as had been said by
the person who went to Charlie Carters—no
conviction was recorded. 'The case was
dismissed with costs against the constable
who laid the charge. Charlie Carters did
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not lay the charge, but the policeman laid
the charge and, as I have sald, the costs.
were given against him.

Whether I had reason for saying it, or
not, I believed that no warrant would be
issued against the special constable if he
did not pay up, and so I told him not to
pay up. I said, “There will be no warrant
for your arrest; make no mistake ahout
that.” Indeed there has not been. This
is now October and the case was heard
in May, yet no warrant has been issued for
the amount nor has it been paid.

When I went to see the papers in the
Minister's office, I saw noted on them by
the magistrate, “No warrant to issue with-
out reference to me.” The Minister for
Justice was very co-operative—I have no
complaint about that—but he said that he
would ask for a report from the magistrate
before he discussed the matter with me. In
due course the Minister received the report
and then notified me. I went down and
had a look at the magistrate’s notes of
evidence and, for the life of me, I could
not see how the case had not been proved
in the court. I was amazed that, on the
evidence, a conviction had not been re-
corded.

During the time I was giving considera-
tion to the matter I made some inquiries
about the person concerned. I had heard
that this was not the first time this
parficular person had been caught
allegedly shoplifting. Accordingly I went
to see the proprietor of a certain business
and asked him straightout, “Has such-and-
such a petrson ever been before you for
shoplifting in your store?' He was most
reluctant to discuss the matter, because
he said the woman’s hushand was a friend
of his. However, I have known this man
for some 30 years, I suppose, and he gould
not lie to me even if he had wanted to,
because I knew too much, Consequently
he admitted that he had had to talk to
this woman but he said he had not laid s
charge because of his friendliness towards
the hushand. He thought this would be
8 lesson to her.

Knowing that, there was all the more
reason for me to scrutinise carefully the
evidence that was given in the case which
waes heard and subsequently dismissed.
Naturally, when one views papers of this
kind, it is on a confidential basis—that is
the difference between a member of Parlia-
ment and an ombudsman, for example.
I could not use, either outside or inside
Parliament, what I saw on that flle and so
I sought to have the papers made avail-
able publicly. I did that by a letter which
I wrote to the Minister for Justice.

At this stage I do not want to mention
any more names than is absolutely neces-
sary. I trust I willi not be asked to table
the letters I have, but they are avaflable
to anybody who wishes to peruse them.
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‘T shall read the letters, leaving the names
out, I wrote to the Minister for Justice on
the 29th August as follows:—

Dear Mr. Griffith,

In March of this year Special Con-
stable De Vaney, who is employed by
the firm of Charlie Carter Pty. Ltd.,
charged a Mrs. — with shop-lifting.

Contrary to what generally happens
in such cases, each time the case came
hefore the court it was adjourned and
I am informed that there was an im-
pression in the Crown Law Depart-
ment that the case would not be pro-
ceeded with,

However, towards the end of May the
case was heard by Magistrate — and
dismissed, with costs against De Vaney.

I have been informed by Mr. Birm-
ingham and several other persons in
the employ of Charlie Carter Pty. Ltd.
that prior to the day fixed for the
hearing of the case against Mrs, —
which followed a numher of adjourn-
ments, a Mr. — of the firm of —
called at the office of Mr. Birmingham
and requested that the case be with-
drawn. He pointed out that Mrs., —
was of considerable social standing
and therefore had a lot to lose, and the
publicity surrounding the case already
was punishment encugh and that fur-
ther irreparable damage could ke done
to her husband’s prestige. Because of
all this, Mr., — requested that the
charge be withdrawn.

It was pointed out by De Vaney
that once the matter was in the hands
of police, as this was, it had to be pre-
ceeded with and the magistrate would
have to be satisfied about the reason
given for withdrawal. Upon this —
is alleged to have said that if De Vaney
would agree to drop the charge he
“could get a magistrate who would
allow the case to be withdrawn.”

When it was made clear to — that
De Vaney would not apply to have the
charge withdrawn, — is alleged to have
said that if the case was proceeded
with it would not do Charlie Carter’s
business any good.

Birmingham told me that he was
appalled at the suggestion that a
magistrate could be approached and
induced to allow a case to bes with-
drawn,

The case has a number of unsatis-
factory features to it. There were
several adjournments and the case was
eventnally decided by a different mag-
istrate to the one before whom it was
previously called. Costs were given
against Special Constable De Vaney
who was actually carrying out the law
with the same authority as any other
policeman and the magistrate’s notes
of evidence, which by ynur courtesy I
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had the opportunity of reading, en-
abled me to form the conclusion that
the magistrate’s decision was a most
extraordinary one.

In view of the very definite asser-
tion which several witnesses say was
made by — that he was in a position
to influence a magistrate—I feel that
an inquiry into the whole of this case
15 necessary and I desire to know if
you are prepared to arrange for such
an inguiry to be held.

With kind regards.

Yours sincerely,

I want to say here that there is no doubt
whatsoever that the special constable was
a policeman, acting in the same way as
any other policeman has {o act in the
enforcement of the law. T have a photo-
stat copy of a letter from the Commis-
sioner of Police dated the 30th November,
1967. It is addressed to the Managing
Director, Charlie Carter Pty. Ltd. and reads
as follows:—

Dear Sir,

In reply to your communication of
the 23rd instant, I have to advise I
will be prepared to appoint Mr. De
Vaney a Special Constable as re-
quested, subject of course to any in-
quiries he Institutes on behalf of
Charlie Carter Pty. Ltd. being finalised
in its entirety by him if apprehension
of any person is involved.

This briefly means, as a Special Con-
stable he will be required to take all
necessary action for prosecution, if
necessary. He will have to make ap-
plication at Police Staff Office for the
reqguisite certificate.

There is no doubt that Constable De Vaney
was appointed by the Commissioner for
Police with full power to act as a police-
man and to carry out ail the formalities.
Therefore there was no authority resting
with De Vaney—or with any other police-
man—aifter having laid a charge subse-
aquently to withdraw it if asked to do so.

When Mr. Birmingham was approached
and requested that the charge be with-
drawn De Vaney told the person who ap-
proached him thai{ he was a policeman,
that he had laid the charge, and that he
had no right or authority to withdraw a
charge after having laid one. He said
that when he laid the charge, after ap-
prehending the woman, he took her to a
police station and charged her with shop-
lifting in the proper way.

To even suggest to him that he should
withdraw the charge is, in my view, a
serious offence in the same way as it
would be a serious offence if anyone ap-
proached a itraffic policeman who had ap=
prehended somebody for drunken driving
and said to the traffic policeman
who had laid the charge, “What about
withdrawing it, hecause the publicity
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will be exceedingly damaging to my wife
or to my family?” That was the situa-
tion here.

I will read the reply to the letter which
I sent {0 the Minister and which has
caused me to move this motfion. The
letter is dated the 13th September and
reads as follows:—

Drear Mr. Tonkin,

I refer to your letter dated the 29th
August, 1968, regarding a prosecution
on behalf of Special Constable De
Vaney against a Mrs. — for shop-
lifting. The case has been discussed
by the Under Secretary for Law with
the Chief Stipendiary Magistrate.

Your actual request is for an enguiry
into the whole of the case, in view of
the alleged statement by a Mr. —
of the firm of — that if De Vaney
would agrec to drop the charge, he,
Mr. —, “could get a Magistrate who
would allow the case to be withdrawn'.

In support of your reguest, you
make a number of assertions upon
which I feel I should comment.

In the second paragraph of your
letter there are two assertions, the
first being: “Contrary to what gener-
ally happens in such cases, each time
the case came before the Court, it
was adjourned”. As to this assertion,
I let you peruse the relevant file which
showed that adjournments (which
could be granted only for a maximum
of eight days at a time) were origin-
ally granted pursuant to medical ad-
vice that the defendant was unfit to
attend Court, and later were granted
in order to set a date for hearing
which would be convenient to both
parties.

I might interpolate here to say it was
convenient to one party to have the trial
any day. Continuing—

The Chief Stipendiary Magistrate
advises that this procedure was not
contrary to, but was consistent with
general practice in the Perth Court
grtld13 in Courts in other parts of the
State.

The second assertion in the second
paragraph of your letter is that you
have been “informed that there was
an impression in the Crown Law De-
partment that the case would not be
proceeded with'”. The Under Secre-
tary for Law advises me that en-
quiries have been made within the
Crown Law Department and there is
nothing to suggest that the informa-
tion given to you was correct.

That makes me smile. Just imagine any
officer in the Crown Law Department ad-
mitting to the person making fhe inquiry
that he was the one who had said that
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he thought this case was not going: to
come on! What hope would there be for
an inquiry of that kind?

Just fancy the Under-Secretary for Law
saying to one of his officers, "Did you
give anyone the impression that this case
would not be coming on?” What answer
could anyone expect him to get? 1In
answer to that I would point out that
De Vaney sticks very solidly to what he
says; namely, he was told more than
once that it was understood there that
this case would not come on. This letter
continues—

In the fourth paragraph of your
letter, you state that you have been
informed by Mr. Birmingham and
several other persons in the emplay
of Charlie Carter Pty. Ltd. that prior
to the day fixed for the hearing of
the case against Mrs. Quartermaine,
Mr. Herbert requested that the case
be withdrawn, and then follow some
details of what Mr. — is alleged to
have said. It is not clear from your
letter whether the “several other
persons'”, in addition to Mr. Birming-
hem, heard what Mr. — said—

I did not say in my letfer that they were
deaf. I told the Minister they were pre-
sent and I think a reasonable assumption
is that if they were present at the dis-
cussion they heard what was said. The
letter goes on—

—and you have forwarded no state-
ment by Mr. Birmingham or by any
of the “several other persons”.

I admit I did not, but I reported what they
told me. I did not think it was necessary
to ohtain statements from them at that
stage, but I can get them. Continuing—

In the eighth paragraph of your
letter, you state, "The case has a
number of unsatisfactory features to
it” and you list the following factors
in support of that statement—

(a) “There were several adjourn-
ments”.

The reasons for these are
shown above. They were
guite normal in the circum-
stances and consistent with
Court practice.

All T want to say here at this stage is that
the treatment, of this 68-year-old pensioner

was very different indeed. The letter
continues as follows:—
(h) “The case was eventually

decided by a different Magis-
trate to the one before whom
it was previously called”.

The confidential report of Mr. — 8. M.,
dated 11th July, 1968, which I let you
read, showed that four adjournments
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had been granted by Mr. — D. M., cne
by Mr. — 8, M., and one hy Mr. —
S M—

These are two different magistrates.

tinuing—
—and it was Mr, — who eventually
heard and determined the case on &
day when Mr, — presided in the
Traffic Court where 26 charges were
heard. As Mr. — stated in his confl-
dential report, ““The arrangements for
hearing the case presently under
discussion were exactly in accord with
the established practice”.

I ean only say again that to take from
March to May to hear a case of shoplifting
seems to me to he very different from
established practice in regard to such a
case. The letter continues—

(c) “Costs were given against
Special Constable DeVaney”.

In this regard, I quote the
following dfrom the confi-
dential report of Mr, — S8, M.,
which you read, namely—

“2. The case was dismissed
because I did not accept the
prosecution evidence in some
material particulars. Dis-
crepancies between the evi-
dence of certain prosecution
witnesses raised a reasonakle
doubt in my mind. The
defendant was entitled to the
benefit of such a doubt. These
reasons for dismissing the
charge were given by me from
the Bench at the time. It is
perhaps surprising that
Counsel did not follow the
usual practice and take a note
of my remarks which is
generally considered to be
their duty.

3. Costs were awarded
after Counsel had been invited
by me to make submissions
as to costs. The only sub-
missionn put {0 me hy Mr.
Ilbery of Counsel for the
complainant related to the
amount to be awarded and not
to the propriety of awarding
costs at all. It is perhaps
proper to observe that both
parties were represented by
senior Counsel of considerable
experience.

It was in the nature of a
private prosecution—

This is what amaZes me, Mr., Speaker!
Continuing— '
—and T could see no good
reason wWhy the defence which
had succeeded should have to
bear the costs."
If a person goes into & shop where there
is no special constable and a shopwalker
suspects that person of shoplifting and

Con-
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puts the matter in the hands of the police,
that is not a private prosecution; that
is a police prosecution. But if the firm
employs & policeman, properly sworn in,
and that policeman apprehends a shop-
lifter, according to this document that is
a private prosecution. What a remarkable
state of affairs!

If a person steals from a firm which
employs a special constable, no charge is
laid against that person unless the firm
is prepared to lodge a charge privately,
even though that person has broken the
law. However, if a person enters a firm
which does not employ a policeman, and
the proprietor of the firm is prepared to
get a policeman and lay a charge, that is
a public prasecution in the name of the
law. What a ridicilous state of affairs!
Surely shoplifting is contrary to the law
whether it is done in a shop where there
is a special constable employed or not,
and if a charge is laid it is the admini-
stration, the executive, which is laying the
charge to ensure the law is upheld; and,
in my view, to make this distinction and to
call this a private prosecution is so much
nonsense,

If in a place where a special constable
is not employed a charge was laid by the
police and the charge was dismissed, would
the policeman who laid the charge have
to vay the costs? Of course he would not!
That being so, there is no reason why, in
this case, when the policeman laid the
charge, costs should have been given
against him, and that is why there is
some difficulty in issuing a warrant for
his arrest. Just imagine issuing a warrant
for the arrest of a policeman who had 1aid
a charge against a person who had com-
mitted & breach of the law; and yet that
is the situation this case has reached.
I will proceed to read the letter—

The Chief Stipendiary Magistrate has
since confirmed that this award of
costs was in accordance with normal
practice,

(d) That from your reading of the
Magistrate’s notes of evidence,
you formed ‘the conclusion
that the Magistrate’s decision
was a most extraordinary
one”.

If the complainant or his solicitor
had regarded the Magistrate's deci-
sion as “a most extraordinary one’,
there was a right of apoeal to a
superior court. Even now, there could
be such an appeal if the Supreme
Court should grant an extension of
time.
At this point I want to say that I am not
concerned about the decision of the court
as such. I have no desire to see this
woman convicted; none whatsoever! How-
ever, the decision 1Is in line with what was
said before the case came on; that is, if
it were not withdrawn when it did come



1412

on, there would be no conviction. That
is the angle of this case which concerns
me.

I would be much lighter in heart if I

could believe that this woman was not
guilty of the offence and that the judg-
ment was a sound one, but unfortunately
I cannot believe that yet. The letter con-
tinues as follows:—

There is no evidence that Mr. —
could, in fact, “get a Magistrate who
would allow the case to be withdrawn’,
and there is no identification of which
Magistrate he had in mindg.

These are the very reasons why I want
an inquiry. The letter continues—

As you are aware, complainants are
not infrequenily approached to seitle
or withdraw an action or prosecution.
The submissions may or may not be
accepted. Some people are inclined
to infer that they have a “friend at
court” by alleging they know a police-
man, a politician or'even a Magistrate.
In fact, the case in question was heard
and disposed of on the evidence
brought before the Court.

I am quite prepared to arrange for
any proper enquiry into the adminis-
tration of justice but I cannot see
that “an inquiry into the whole of
this case is necessary” as suggested
by you, when the case has been pro-
perly before the Court and when the
only allegation of any substance is
the allegation of Mr. — referred to
above.

After receiving that letter I decided I had
to take the matter further; I was not
prepared to allow the matter to rest on
the Minister's letter. The statements
made to me were so definite—be-
cause they were corroborated by four
people as to what had transpired at the
meeting the day before the trial—as to
cause me the greatest concern over the
situation; and I say that something has
to be done. These people have to be
examined on oath in order to see just
what did take place in this case, because
if it did occur—as has been explained to
me—then it is a shocking state of affairs.

It boils down to this: If a person has
sufficient influence, a magistrate can be
found who will allow the charge against
that person to be withdrawn, or who, if
the charge is not withdrawn, will not con-
viet him; but if a person is one of the
ordinary rank and file of the people,
then he has no such hope and he will
have to stand the racket.

I am asking that the papers be tabled.
It was impossible for me, in the time
available in the Minister's office, to
memorise all that appeared in the magis-
trate’s notes of the trial. ‘This is not
something which is a secret matter; and
lawyers are entitled to obtain notes of
trinls. Further, they are published from

{ABSEMBELY.}

time to time in law reports, so why should
not the papers be made available? If they
are, then proper thought can be given
to them in the light of the circumstances,
and a decision can properly be made as
to whether or not the matter can be taken
further.

I do not want to be forced into a situa-
tion of having to move for an inquiry
until I am perfectly satisfled that an in-
quiry is justified. I have at the moment
very serious doubts as to the propriety
of what went on, so I have asked for an
inquiry; but that has been refused. Now 1
want the papers to ascertain whether I
am justified in moving in the House for an
inquiry; and I am reluctant to move for an
inquiry until I and other people have had a
look at the papers.

I repeat that I get no joy from being
cbliged to act in this way. I would far
rather that the matter be not on my plate,
but as it is there I have a duty to per-
form. I could not go to sleep if I believed
this sort of thing was happening in West-
ern Australia, and that if a person was
a 68-yvear-old pensioner he would be
brought before the court and his name
would be published to the world, but if
that person had a friend at court then the
case could either be withdrawn or dis-
missed, and thus he would get off.

We have to do something about this sort
of thing. We have to be satisfled it does
not happen, or if it has happened we
should put a stop te it. For that pur-
pose I think it is imperative that the
papers be laid upon the Table of the
House.

MR. COURT (Nedlands—Minister for
Industrial Development) [5.50 pm.]: I
think the Leader of the Opposition has
not only done himself a great discredit
this evening, but he has attempted to
bring the whole of this institution into
disrepute. The question we have to ask
ourselves is: Has he through this motion,
and from what he has said, attempted to
attack the magistrates of this State; or
has he attempted to indulge in a muck-
rake, or both? It cannot be denied from
what he has said this evening, quite apart
from what appears in the motion, that he
is implying that the magistrates of this
State are suspect; and I take the strong-
est exception to this, not only as a Minis-
ter but as a citizen of this State, because
there is one thing this State has been
very proud of, and that is the reputation
of the judiciary and the magistrates.

If the Leader of the Opposition has
any just cause to complain about a magis-
trate or magistrates, there is a procedure
iaid down, but I notice he has not adopted
that procedure. Therefore we have to
assume that he wants this veiled allega-
tion——although it was not so veiled, as
illustrated by some of the things he said
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against the magistrates tonight—to stick.
The way in which Parliament can handle
the position is not only to express some
views from thiz side of the House, but
also to throw out the motion.

Mr. Graham: Let us have a look at
the papers. That is the answer.

Mr. COURT: What the motion deserves
is to be thrown out. The case of the
Leader of the Opposition falls to the
ground completely, because he implies
that there are some people in this com-
munity—and dealing with this specific
case—who can arrange for magistrates
to have a case either struck out, or, when
they hear it, to make sure that the person
is found not guilty.

In point of fact, this particular case was
tried in the normsal way, and the magis-
trate made a decision. If the Leader of
the Opposition is implying that the
magistrate made the decision which he
did make because somebody could get at
the magistrates, then he is being very in-
sincere in coming fo this House with the
motion. In fact, I would say his action
is completely improper, because if he
wants to say this particular magistrate
was pot at, he could have said so by mov-
ing an appropriate motion. Personally, I
have complete confidence in our magis-
trates.

The Leader of the Opposition who was
given every facility by the Minister for
Justice was not satisfled, but I venture
to say that every other member of this
Chamber would be satisfied with a read-
ing of those papers and with the facili-
ties made available.

Mr. Jamieson: If you want to give every
facility why not table the papers?

Mr. COURT: There is a very good rea-
son why they should not be, and it is a
reason which the honourable member in
his heart would saccept. In 8 similar
situation he would be taking the same
attitude as I am taking. This particular
magistrate heard the evidenecs, two very
good and experienced counsel acted for
the respective parties, and the magistrate
made his decision. It is significant that
counsel for the complainant did not
take any action to appeal against the de-
cision, although he js a very experienced
lawyer, particularly in this type of work.
He did not take any steps to appeal, If
his client felt so strongly about this mat-
ter and considered that the decision was
wrong he could siill ask for leave to ap-
peal.

Mr. Tonkin: Who would lodge the ap-
peal?

Mr. COURT: De Vaney is a special
constable, and he was the complainant in
this case. He would be quite in order in
lodging an appeal. The fact is he had a
very experienced lawyer sacting for him,
but he took no action to appeal. Does
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that not mean that they were satisfled
with the decision, and that from the evi-
dence given they were satisfied the magis-
trate had made the right decision? If
the people who employ this special con-
stable had felt strongly about the matter
they would have said to him, “You go on
with the case.” They did not go on with
it. The magistrate found in favour of
the defendant and awarded costs in
favour of the defendant.

I want to clean up one particular point
in regard to this matter. The Leader of
the Opposition keeps referring to the fact
that this is said to be a private case, and
implies it was treated differently from
any other. I agree it is a private case,
and the very letter he read from the Com-
missioner of Police spells out the condi-
tions under which the special constable
operates. If he did not operate under
the conditions laid down by the Commis-
sioner of Police, then members on both
sides of the House would want the law
to be amended.

The magistrate found against De Vaney,
and awarded costs against him. The
endorsement on the file to which the
Leader of the Opposition made reference
is a logical one to make under the eir-
cumstances, because the magistrate in try-
ing to protect the defendant and the com-
plainant said there was to be no warrant
issued without reference to him. ‘The
Leader of the Opposition saild this would
not be an issue if it had been handled by
the police in the ordinary way, but being
a private case it would be competent to
issue & warrant against De Vaney. So the
magistrate, I submit, with good sense, said
that no warrant was to be issued for the
arrest of this man without prior reference
to him. I thought the Leader of the
Opposition would accept that as being
the proper and sensible thing for a magis-
trate to do under the circumstances.

Mr. Jamieson: It would be a rather un-
usual minute for a magistrate to note on
the file.

Mr. COURT: It is not.

Mr. Jamieson: Can you show us any
other case where the same thing was
done?

Mr. Tonkin: Of course he cannot—not a
single case.

Mr. COURT: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion, and now the member for Belmont,
are looking under bushes for gremlins.

Mr. Jamieson: You are making those
statements. You should justify them.

Mr. COURT: The magistrate was en-
titled to do what he did, and under the
circumstances he showed good sense in
doing what he did.

Mr. Jamieson: It was rather unusual.

Mr. COURT: It was not.

Mr, Jamieson: Can you show me an-
other similar ecase?
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Mr. COURT: I am not prepared to dig
up files for such cases. I am telling the
honourable member that this is not an
unusuel practice.

Mr. Jamieson: If it is not an unusual
case you should agree to table the papers.

Mr. COURT: The Leader pf the Oppo-
sition did not give proper weight to the
fact that the conduct of this case was—
I refer to the letter from my colleague read
to the House and sent to the Leader of the
Opposition in trying to be co-operative
with him-——submitted to the Chief Stipen-
diary Magistrate. The honourable member
would not doubt his ability, his capaeity,
or his integrity. Without any hesitation
the Chief Stipendiary Magistrate gave a
completely clean bill of health for the
way in which the case was handled by
the magistrate concerned.

I want to point out another thing to
the Leader of the Opposition, because he
has given the information to the House,
based on the letter he had received from
the Minister for Justice, that these re-
mands are not unusual, and that they
are being granted in all sorts of cases:
These remands were heard by no fewer
than three magistrates, any one of whom
could have gone on with the case. In a case
in which an adjournment or a remand of
eight days—that is all that a magistrate
can epive—is sought, the magistrate hears
both parties, and if he is not satisfied with
the story he can go straight on with the
case.

I am amazed that the Leader of the
Opposition, knowing as mueh of the cir-
cumstances of the original adjournment
as he does, would want to make an issue
of the matter. He knows there was an
incontrovertible cerfificate of adverse
health given by a reputable doctor set-
ting out in clear terms why the person
eoncerned could not appear. Does the
honourable member expect the magistrate
to ask that the person be dragged in on a
stretcher? From listening to him this
evening it seems he wants the person fo
be brought to the court in an ambulance.

Those are the facts of the case. Three
magistrates heard the applications for ad-
journment, and one of these applications
was to suit the convenience of the parties
—I1 emphasise not a party, but the parties.

Mr. Jamieson: How many remands were
on the bhasis of ill-health?

Mr. COURT: I do not know exactly—
Mr. Tonkin: Of course you do not.

Mr. COURT: —but what does it matter?
Any one of those magistrates could have
gone on if he felt the medical certificate
was not a valid or bona fide one. In the
other case it was to suit the convenience
of the parties; and the Leader of the Oppo-
gition knows this is not unusual when,
because of the clients concerned or because
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of the desite of the practitioners them-
selves they, by arrangement, ask for a
date that is convenient to both the parties.
He is not going to hold that against the
magistrate, surely! If the magistrate had
wanted to, he could have said that it
might not have heen convenient to them,
but it was to him; because he is the
master.

I come back to the point that there were
three magistrates who heard this case and
any one could have gone on with it. 1Is
the Leader of the Opposition implying that
all of them were “get-at-able”? because
that is the only thing he could have been
implying from his comments.

I want to come to a broader aspect of
this and that is this: If the Leader of the
Opposition persists in this attitude, where
do we go as a Parliament, and where do
we go under our judicial system? Does
it mean that every time a person com-
plains about a particular case—and good-
ness only knows these people complain
enough to local members that they feel
the magistrate or judge was biased—there
must be a full-scale ingquiry? Good
heavens, we could not administer justice
that way! That is the reason we have
a system of appeals, and in this case the
parties did not decide to use their right
of appeal.

If we are to have this system whereby
every time someone is unhappy about a
decision, as I presume the informant of
the Leader of the Opposition is, we would
have every one of these cases—about five
cut of 10, anyway—wanting a full-scale
inguiry; and magistrates and judges would
not know where they were going. Also,
if we were to table papers in every case
of this kind, we would get precisely no-
where under this judicial system. The
Leader of the Opposition was afforded
every courtesy and he had the unusual
privilege of being able to loock at the magis-
trate’s notes to indicate there was no
reservation on the—

Mr. Tonkin: Why was it unusual, when
they are available to solicitors if they want
them?

Mr. COURT: They are not!
Mr. Tonkin: Yes they are!

Mr. COURT: You are getting mixed up
with judgments.

Mr. Tonkin: I am talkihg of notes of
evidence.

Mr. COURT: The fact is that the magis-
trate or judge makes his own private notes
as he goes along and it is most unusual
for these to be made available. However,
to remove any doubt from the mind of the
Leader of the Opposition, the Minister
for Justice arranged with the magistrate
to make these available. But that did not
suit the Leader of the Opposition. He
wanted this to be brought into public so
he could either make a vile attack on the
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magistrates or do some muckraking in
respect of an individual. In this regard
I invite his attention to the fact that
although he was careful to leave out the
name from the correspondence he gquoted,
he was not so careful to leave it out of
his motion on the notice paper.

Mr. Tonkin: I could not; but I would
have if I could have.

Mr. COURT: So the damage was done,
and it makes me feel he had no other
intention than to cause some disaffection
in this community and imply that there is
one law for one set of people and another
law for anhother set; and thete is not!

Mr. Ponkin: That is what we want to
establish.

Mr. COURT: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion’s case really centres around this ques-
tion of what an employee of the hushand
of the accused said to the people at Charlie
Carters. What the Minister for Justice
said in his letters—

Mr. Tonkin: He is 2 member of the
firm.

Mr. COURT: Well, a member of the firm
and employees then, if the Leader of the
Cpposition wants to be precise.

Mr. Tonkin: I do. He is a director.

Mr. COURT: Mr. Birmingham and his
employees then, if the Leader of the
Opposition wants to be pedantic. It suits
me. It is alleged this man said he knew
a magistrate and he would have this struck
out; or words to that effect. In his letter
the Minister for Justice, I feel, dealt with
the matter very effectively and properly,
and in a very common-sense way.

There is hardly a member in this Cham-
ber who has not had people come to him
and say, “If you do not do this, I am going
to see so-and-s0.” Only last week I re-
fused an application for financial assist-
ance for a business, and the person
concerned said, “All right. I will see Mr.
Tonkin.” I was supposed to shudder and

Mr, Tonkin: Were you asked to lay a
charge?

Mr. COURT: 1 am trying to illustrate to
the Leader of the Opposition—

Mr. Tonkin: You are not illustrating
very well.

Mr. COURT: —that if he had some more
understanding and humanity, he would
get further. Say this person did say these
things. What does it matter?

Mr. Tonkin: “Say” he did!
he did!

Mr. COURT: Well, say he did say them,
and say that the Leader of the Opposition
can prove it. The point is that he could
not do anything about ijt.

Mr. Tonkin: How do you know?

I can prove
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Mr. COURT: If the Leader of the Oppo-
sition will just listen for one moment as
we listened to him, I will continue. The
case went on. It went before three magis-
trates for remand and was eventually
heard by a magistrate—a very experienced
magistrate with full legal training.
Proper counsel were involved for both
parties. The magistrate awarded costs,
which were not challenged in principle.
Only the amount was challenged, ang no
appeal was made; and, to the best of my
knowledge, no attempt is being made to
apply for leave to appeal.

I come back to my point: Just what does
the Leader of the Opposition want to
achieve if we toble the papers, which we
do not intend to do? He has already seen
them, anyway, and had ample time and
opportunity to see them. He has received
a very long, courtecus and explanatory
letter from the Minister for Justice, which
he has now made public. However, if we
do table the papers, where do we go? He
will go over exactly the same information
he has dealt with tonight, sgain impugn-
ing the magistrates in this case as “get-
at-able”; and I think this is a shocking
thing.

If Parliament did the rizht thing, it
would pass censure on the Leader of the
Opposition for putting Parliament in this
particular position..

Mr. Jamieson: It was not his statement.
He was saying that someone else said the
magistrate—

Mr. COURT: We wil! come to that point
now. The Leader of the Opposition was
not prepared—and this is where I come to
the muckraking part of the exercise—to
let this matier rest on the court case. Oh
no! He sets himself up as a private
detective and goes off and sees a senior
exectutive of the management of another
store, and this, to my mind, was the weak-

_est and maost despicable part of the case.

Mr. Tonkin: Look, I just want to give
you a warning! If you are not careful I
will say plenty! If you continue in that
vein you will invite it! .

Mr, COURT: I invite the Leader of the
Opposition to say it. We have nothing to
hide.

Mr. Tonkin: I am talking about you!
I am saying that if you are not careful I
will say plenty as to why you are acting in
this way!

Mr. COURT: 1 invite the Leader of the
Opposition to say it because I have heard
him in this vein before.

Mr, Tonkin: No you have not!
you have not!

Mr. COURT: Yes I have! He goes off to
this firm and says, “Has this lady ever
been before you previously?” The man
eventually says, ‘I have had her in my
office,” or words to that effect.

Mr, Tonkin: He said more than this.

Oh no
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Mr. COURT: This is a very despicable
thing; and the Leader of the Opposition
has certainly cast a very serious stigma on
this woman, more far reaching than the
court case itself which was bad enough
for her. The Leader of the Opposition has
gone and followed this through in an
endeavour to pursue it to the bitter end fo
try to imply the magistrate had erred,
either wittingly or unwittingly. In any
case, even if she had been up before this
manager, that is not evidence that she
was wrong in the other case.

Mr. Tonkin: I know it is not.

Mr. COURT: This is the law under
which we operate; and, for heaven’s sake,
do not let Parliament break it down, be-
cause we have, over the years, endeavoured
to protect citizens against the very type of
thing which the Leader of the Opposition
was practising! I invite the attention of
members to the fact that practically all
the comments made by the Leader of the
Opposition were prefaced by remarks such
as “I am informed” and ‘according to
what I was told.”

Mr. Burke: What was the nature of
this women’s illness?

Mr. COURT: That is not for me to say.

Mr, Burke: It was in the medical certi-
ficate.

Mr. COURT: It is not for me to decide
on this. The Leader of the Opposition has
seen the certificate and I do not think,
having seen it and knowing the serious
nature of it, he would question that she
was too ill to go to cowrt. I would be
amazed if he did. If is not for me to say.
It is a matter between the doctor and the
magistrate. The doctor was doing his
duty, and the magistrate was doing his,

Mr. Davies: I wish the State Housing
Commission would accept some doctors’
certificates occasionally.

Mr. COURT: I do not think there is any
need for me to labour this matter any
further. The fact is that the Leader of
the Opposition has brought forward this
motion. I come back to my original point:
What was his objective? Was il to attack
the magistrates and to cast a slur on them?
Was it to cast suspicion on them in the
public mind and to destroy public confi-
dence in them? Or was it just to rake up
some muck about the place and try to
imply that there is a law of one sort for
one and a law of another sort for another?

Mr. Tonkin: What about giving the
reason why the papers should not be
tabled?

Mr. COURT: Because if we start tab-
ling the papers for every court case, there
will be no end to it.

Mr. Graham: Not every case; just this
one!

Mr. COURT: If we do it for this one,
why not for the lot?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Graham: If you are so right and
the Leader of the Opposition is s0 wrong
why not prove it by the production of the
papers?

Mr., COURT: That is no reason at all
on t.hf; part of the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, who is trying to help his leader
out of a mess.

Mr. Graham: You can abuse him be-
cause you are covering up the papers.

Mr. COURT: We have no intention of
tabling the papers, and I hope that other
Governments will have no intention of
tabling any, because if this is done our
system of magistrates will fall to the
ground.

Mr. Bovell: It will destroy our whole
system of justice.

Mr. Graham: Not because of one, no!

Mr. Bovell: Of course it will!

Mr. Graham: You have something to
hide. That is why you say, “No."”

Mr. COURT: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion has made some very serious allega-
tions and inferences. Magistrates are
involved, and a private person and persons
are involved. If he had felt so strongly
about this, the right place for him to have
raised it was outside this Parliament and
its protection, because people .who have
no opportunity at ali to answer have been
attacked tonight.

Mr. Jamieson: This is typical of you!
Mr. COURT: Their good name has been

impugned. Their professional integrity
has been—
Mr. Jamieson: This is typical! Every

time you are in a spot you use those—

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. Jamieson: You know it, too!

The SPEAKER.: Order! Order!

Mr. COURT: The character of in-
dividuals has been attacked., I think it is
a despicable motion and what the Leader
of the Opposition has said has certainly
only reduced—

Mr. Jamieson: You would not know
any?hing about character—a person like
you!

Mr, COURT;: —my opinion of him, he-
cause he holds a very responsible office
and he should be setting a lead to his own
back-benchers, as well as to the members
on this side of the House.

Mr. Jamieson: You just would not
know! .

MR. TONKIN (Melville—Leader of the
Opposition) [6.13 p.m.]l: Despite several
promptings of the Minister to give reasons
why the papers should not be tabled, he
refused to give even one reason why they
should be withheld. The whole of his
speech—

Mr. Court: I gave the basie reason,
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Mr. TONKIN: -—was directed at me
personzlly to iry to berate and besmirch
me—and for no other reason. I could,
if T wanted to, follow on and say a few
things about the Minister himself in con-
nection with this case—

Mr. Court; You say them,

Mr., TONKIN: —and-the people asso-
ciated with the case.

Mr. Court: I challenge you to do it.

Mr. TONKIN: I just will not do it. I
will not follow the Minister into the
guftter!

Mr. Court: You know there is nothing—

The SPEAKER: Order! 1 will leave
the Chair until the ringing of the hells.

Mr. Graham: That is one way over it!
Sitting suspended from 6.14 to 7.30 pm.

Mr. TONKIN: I had commenced to
reply to what purported to be a case put
by the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment for not tabling certain papers that
1 desire to be tabled. In order to make
out a case for the tabling of the papers,
it was obviously necessary for me to give
justification, and that I atfempted to do
in moderate language and, as far as pos-
sible, without disclosing the identity of
a number of persons concerned. The
Minister’s response was to accuse me of
being despicable a number of times. How-
ever, I am used to that sort of thing from
the Minister. The Minister himself made
no attempi whatever to make out a case
as to why the particular papers should
not be tabled. One would have expected
at least one reason, but no reason was
given for not tabling the papers.

It is not unusual in the Parliament for
& motion to be moved for the tabling of
papers and, in the time at my disposal,
I sought out one which I thought might
be a typical sort of case. I quote from
Hansard No. 1 of 1953 when, of course,
Labor was in Government. The Hon. J.
Murray moved in the Legislative Council—
where, of couwrse, the now-Government
members kiiew they would niave a major-
ity and would be able to succeed—that
all files and papers relating to the calling
of applications for the position of Con-
servator of Forests be laid on the Table
of the House for a period of 14 days. That
would have involved making available the
personal file of Government servants. In
the course of his argument The Hon. J.
Murray said—
Whatever the papers contain, let
them be made public. In such a case,
members should not have to be con-
tent with getting their ears tickled
by whatever a Minister of the Crown
and others say is on the files or by
their maintaining silence on the
points on which we desire informa-
tion, implying that everything is fair,
square, and above-board.

[54]
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Without labouring the question, let us
have a look at the division list for the
tabling of the papers. We find that
Liberal and Country Party members to a
man, including The Hon. A. F. Griffith,
who is now Minister for Justice, voted for
the tabling of the papers.

Mr. Grzham: That is hypocrisy for you,
Black one day and white the next.

Mr. Brand: You can hardly say that
without smiling.

Mr. TONKIN: I repeat that Mr. Murray
said, in effect, "“Let us make the papers
public whatever they contain.” Tonight
the Minister made ne attempt to show
that these papers contained information
which should not be made public. Surely
that would be the only valid reason for
not tahling such papers; that is, some
reason why the public should not know
what is in the papers. However, not a
single syllable was uttered by the Minis-
ter to substantiate such a view; but,
instead, he contented himself with levy-
ing personal charges against me of muck-
raking and being despicable. 'What has
that to do with the argsument whether or
not these papers should be laid upon the
table?

The Minister said, “Why didn't the
experienced lawyers in connection with
the case lodge an appeal?”’ I am told—
the Minister objects to my using the words,
“I am informed” or “I am told”; but I
would like to know how else I am to know
about these things—by men who should
know, that the form of this judgment made
it extremely unlikely, if not altogether
imprgbable, that an appeal could succeed.
Here is the justification for that point
of view. I quote from volume 89, 1953-54
of the Commonwealth Law Reports. ‘This
was an appeal from the Supreme
Court of Victoria. The report states—

Held, that while the appellate power
of the Court extended to the re-exami-
nation of the facts, the judge’s esti-
mate of the respondent and co-
respondent was of the first importance
and his cstimate not only of the gen-
eral credibility of the witnesses for
the petitioner but of the reliability of
their detailed observation was decisive
and these were matters on which his
opinion could not be revised by a court
of appeal. The circumstances found
were enough to support an inference
of guilt and the learned judpe’s inter-
pretation of them was made in the
light of his estimate of the parties and
what appeared in the course of the
trial. His finding could not be re-
versed.

Although I cannot disclose what I read
in the notes of evidence taken by the
magistrate—because they were shown to
me on a confidential basis—I am supported
in my recollection of the situation by a
guotation which was not given to me con-
fidentially, but in the letter written fto



1418

me by the Minister which quotes a part
of what the magistrate said in his report.
This is as follows:—
The case was dismissed because I
did not accept the prosecution evi-
dence in some material particulars.
Discrepancies between the evidence of
certain prosecution witnesses raised a
reasonable doubt in my mind. The
defendant was entitled to the benefit
of such doubt. These reasons for
dismissing the charge were given by
me from the bench at the time. Ii
is perhaps surprising that Counsel
did not follow the usual practice and
take a note of my remarks, which is
generally considered to be their duty.
If counsel had taken a note of the magis-
trate’'s remarks, they would be public.
However, the Minister argues we should
not make them public; we should not table
the papers. However he gives no reason
why we should not table the papers.

Mr. Court: But there is nothing con-
fidential about the Magistrate’s summing
up and his decision. This was available
for the Press and everybody else.

Mr. TONKIN: All there is in the magis-
trate’'s notes of evidence is a record of
what he was told by the witnesses.

Mr. Court: That is normal.

Mr. TONKIN: Surely to goodness Par-
liament is entitled to know in a case like
this what the witnesses said. Newspaper
‘reporters are in the court irom time to
time, reporting on cases, and saying what
witnesses said. What difference is there
in those cases from a case of shoplifting?

Mr. Court: You are getting confused
between the magistrate’s notes and his
judement. If there had been an appeal,
the appeal judge would have had access (o
the magistrate's notes.

Mr., TONKIN: I was informed that if the
solicitors had asked for a copy of the
magistrate’s notes they could have been
supplied.

Mr. Court: I understand not. Of course
his judgment is another matter. However,
I understand the notes are the magis-
trate’'s own property, but if there is an
appeal the appeal judge has the right to
see them.

Mr, TONKIN: In Supreme Court cases
the full evidence is taken down and printed.
What is so sacrosanct about evidence of
shoplifting that it should be treated dif-
ferently?

Mr. Court: There is nothing sacrosamnct.
The Press are present at such cases and
the cases are held in public. If the parties
are not satisfied they appeal.

Mr. TONKIN: I have given one of the
reasons why an appeal was not considered
in this case. Another reason is that,
although the Minister continues to assert
this was a private prosecution, I say it

[(ASSEMELY.]

was not. It was a case of a hreach of
the law; it was stealing. Are we to believe
that if one steals from a place where there:
is no special constable that is a different
act from stealing from a place where there
is a special constable? So far as I am
concerned it is still stealing. If the Police
Department itself takes action in the first
case as a public prosecution, surely that
is what happens in the second case. Whose
duty is it to uphold the law? Is it the
duty of the Police Department or of a
private individual who happens to employ
a special constable?

Mr. Court: But this point is not at issue
at all. The thing was dealt with by a
magistrate.

Mr. TONKIN: Yes, it is at issue. The
Minister kept saying this was a private
prosecution and that was the justification
for the mapgistrate noting on the papers,
“No warrant to issue without reference to
me.’””

Mr. Court: Would you rather the magis-
trate had left it open for the man to be
arrested?

Mr. TONKIN: Before any thought was
in the mind of the magistrate about put-
ting this on the file, I said that no warrant
would be issued for the constable’s arrest.
1 told the constable. The very day I
became aware of the situation, I told him
not to be afraid of the situation, and not
to pay the costs, beeause no warrant would
be issued for his arrest. VYet I am not
clairvoyant.

Mr. Court: Are you accusing the magis-
trate of having some bias in the matter?

Mr. TONKIN: I am making no accusa-
tions at all.

Mr. Court:
implication.

Mr. TONKIN: I want to see the papers
and then I will make some, if necessary.

Mr. Court: You have seen them, and
you have read the Chief Stipendiary Mag-
istrate’s comments.

Mr. TONKIN: I am stating information
supplied to me, and corroborated, to justify
a request that the papers in connection
with this case he tabled. I, personally,
am making no accusation against anyboedy
at this stage,

Mr. Court: You have made some pretty
strong inferences about magistrates.

Mr. TONKIN: I am drawing logical con-
clusions from the facts.

Mr. Court: You are pukting your feot
in it further.

Mr, TONKIN: That is what I am doing.
I want an opportunity to see whether my
conclusions are justified or not; and the
Minister wants to deny me, and everybody
else, that opportunity. I say in common
fairness to all concerned who have in-
evitably been involved in this, the papers

You are making a strong
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ought to be tabled; becanuse upon their

tabling it will become immediately evident,

I would suggest, from what I have already

;ee;g, whether or not an inquiry should be
eld.

You will appreciate, Mr, Speaker, that I
would be in a difficult situation moving in
the House for an inquiry without being
able to use the information which is on
the papers. That is one of the weaknesses
of a sitiiation like this; when one asks to
See papers one can only see them on a
confidential basis. Why, if I were at
liberty to disclose just one thing I saw on
the papers I would be quite certain of
carrying this motion—just one statement
made by the person who was charged. But,
of course, I cannot do that.

_Mr. Court: In other words, you are get-
ting at the magistrate.

Mr. TONKIN: I am getting at nobody.
Mr, Court: Not much.

Mr. TONKIN: I am asking for the
Papers to be {abled, and I am making out
a prima facie case to justify seeing the
papers. If this is all fair, square, and
above board; if everybody has acted
properly; and if nobody has anything to
hide, what is the justification for with-
heolding the papers?

Mr. Graham: It is obvious.

Mr. TONKIN: What is the justification
for it? Prom time to time Ministers justi-
fiably c¢an say security is involved, as has
been done in the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment when a request was made for the
tabling of papers in regard to the Fl111
aireraft. Finally the Prime Minister
ggreed that he would table some of the
papers but he withheld others because
questions of security and other aspects
were involved. Nobody will argue with
that. If the Government had submitted
some valid reason to show that these
papers should not be tabled it would be a
different matter, However, all the Minis-
ter could say was that I am muckraking;
that I am acting despicably, and that
there is nothing wrong. How does he
know? He does not know as much about
the case as I do.

Mr. Court: We are waiting for you to
tell us., Before the tea suspension you
said you would tell us about the case, and
my alleged association with it, but we are
still waiting. The first time I got the
details of the case was at half-past 12
teday.

Mr. TONKIN: Now
keeps on tempting me—

Mr. Court: We are asking you to tell
us. I got the details of this case from the
Minister at half-past 12 today.

Mr. TONKIN: That's what the Minister
says. He was speaking personally on be-
half of close friends.

Mr. Court: What close friends?

if the Minister
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Mr. TONKIN: I have said enough.

Mr. Court: No, you have not said
enough., You come to a conclusion and
talk of this alleged association with me.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister knows.
There is no need for me to go into details.
Mr. Court: You are being very unfair.

Mr, TONKIN: No, I am not,
Mr. Court: You are being desbicable.

Mr.TONKIN: The Minister asked for it
ang that is as far as I will go.

Mr. Court: You are being despicable, be-
cause you allege an association by me with
this case without giving details. I saw the
Minister at half-past 12 today and that
is when he told me about it.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister knew it was
listed and that I had been involved in it.

Mr. Court: I knew that you gave notice
of your motion yesterday and you have
mentioned names in it. All through your
remarks you tried to make out you were
trying to protect people by leaving names
out when they were already in your
motion. It is just pious humbug.

Mr. TONKIN: Does the Minister deny
that the people concerned are friends of
his? Does he deny that?

Mr. Court: I would not say they are close
friends of mine. I know them but probably
I have more friends than you have, thank

goodness.
Mr. Graham: That’s what you think,

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: That's what he
knows.

Mr. TONKIN: Does the Minister deny
they are very close friends of his?

Mr. Court: They are not very close
friends of mine. I know the people con-
cerned, like I know a lot of other people.

Mr. Graham: That s a partial admis-
sion. They are personally known to him,

Mr. Couri: I think the honourabie
member has met them. He has met them
under the same circumstances as I have
met them.

Mr. TONKIN: Not quite.

Mr. Brand; The Minister represents the
Minister for Justice, in this House, and
he normally takes that Minister's cases.

Mr. 'TONKIN: I am not comblaining
about that.

Mr. Brand: Not much. ¥You are im-
plying he has done something here far
friends of his.

Mr. TONKIN: Of course he has! There
is no doubt about that.

Mr. Court: Oh?

Mr. O’Connor: Does the Leader of the
Opposition know the people concerned?
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Mr. TONKIN: I do; and what irks me
is that I am fond of one of the persons
concerned.

Mr. Court: I would not have thought
s0 tonight.

Mr. TONKIN: Bui, as I emphasised
before, I have a duty to perform.

Mr. Graham: And so has the Minister.
Mr. Lapham: Let. us see the papers,

Mr. Graham: The Minister does - not
rely on logic.

Mr. TONKIN: What justification would .

I have for contipuing to occupy the posi-
tion I hold if after a matter of this kind
had been brought to my notice, with cor-
rohorative evidence, I said, “I will do
nothing about it”"—in a case where it is
shown to me that a 68-year-cld pensioner
who purloins a pair of gloves worth 23c¢
is brought before the court and has her
name plastered all over the place hecause
she has no friend in a high place to in-
tercede for her, but another person, a
socialite, who takes something worth a
great deal more is charged in March and
when the case comes on finally in May
it is dismissed.

Mr. Bovell: Then she didn't take it
You have made an allegation that is not
true.

Mr. Court: Don't you believe what the
maegistrates say in their decisions?

Mr. TONKIN: The fairest way for all
concerned is to table the papers.

Mr. Court: That will not resolve any-
thing af all.

Mr. TONKIN: Yes it will,

Mr. Court: You are implying that the
magistrate made his decision because it
suited somebody’s friends.

Mr. TONKIN: I am saying that if the
papers are put on the tahle there will
he no doubt whatever as to what action
ought to be taken.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Then why don’t
they make an appeal?

Mr. TONKIN: Has the Minister been

asleep? I have already covered that
aspect.
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You have ad-

vanced no real reason at all.

Mr. TONKIN: We will let if go at that
as far as the Minister is concerned.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: From what you
say an appeal would be an open and shut
case.

Mrvr. TONKIN: What I say is that an
appeal would be most unlikely to succeed
on the grounds I have already given.

Mr. Court: Therefore the magistrate
was right.

Mr. TONKIN: No.

[ASSEMEBELY.]

Mr. Court: Therefore the complainant
must have felt the magistrate was right.

Mr. TONKIN: Apparently what I said
before went straight over the heads of
the Minister for Industrial Developmen$
and the Minister for Works,

Mr. Court: I heard what you said.
Counsel for the complainant never chal-
lenged the principle of costs heing
levied against his client. He only chal-
lenged the amount of fhe costs.

Mr. Graham: Do you think it will ever
sink in if you say it again? I don’t.

Mr. TONKIN: Let me quote from the
Commonwealth Law Reports, vol. 89,
1953-54, page 212. ‘This is very relevant
ito the point under discussion. It was—

held, that while the appellate power
of the Court extended to the
re-examination of the facts, the
judee’s estimate of the respondent and
co-repondent was of the first import-
ance—

This is refeiring to the original trial.

continue—
—and his estimate not only of the
general credibility of the witnesses
for the petitioner but of the reliability
of their detailed observation was de-
cisive and these were matiers on.
which his opinion could not he revised
by a court of appeal. :

From the way the judsment was given in
this case, great stress was laid by the
magistrate on the way the evidence was
given. He himself indicated that he did
not accept the evidence as given because
of discrepancies. If the case went to appeal,
in view of this judgment that the appeal
court could not decide on those aspects,
the chances of success would be exceeding-
Iy slight. Further, of course, the person.
in this case who would have to lodge the
appeal would he the police constable, and
he would be liable for the eosts involved. .

Mr. Court: With a wealthy employer?

Mr. TONKIN: The employer did not lay
the charge.

Mr. Court: Oh now!

Mr. TONKIN: This was a police charge.
Mr., Court: You are splitting straws.

Mr. TONKIN: I ask the Government:
Why, in some cases, where there is ' a
breach of the law, no action is taken un-
less a private individual takes if; whereas
in other similar cases where there is a
breach of the law the Police Department
acts on its own initiative. What is the
justification for that? If a person goes
intc any of the shops in Hay Street, where
no special constable is employed and steals,
who is expected to take action? The
Police Department will take action. And -
let me remind members that once the at-
tention of the Police Department has been

To



[Wednesday, 2 October, 1968.1

drawn to it they will say that under the
Police Act a charge cannot be withdrawn;
it must be proceeded with.

Also, let me remind members of the
case I have already guoted where a man
reported to the police that his car was
stolen. When the police subsequently
found out that the man's own son stole
the car, and he asked that the charge
be withdrawn, the police said, “No. It
cannot be withdrawn,” and the case went
to court.

Mr. O’Neil:
drawn.

b Mr. TONKIN:; Np, but it was asked to
e,

Mr. O'Neil: How do you know?

Mr. TONKIN: Because, on the corro-
borative evidence of reliable and respect-
able people, that was the position. That
is what I eventually want to be able to
prove, Then we will see whether it was
done and, if so, who did it. The Minister
made great play in an attempt to justify
the length of time which elapsed between
the time the charge was originally laid and
when it was finally heard. He advanced
the reason that a doctor’s certificate was
presented; and when he was pressed to
answer how many times the adjournment
took place because of ill-health, he dodged
the question.

Mr. Court: Frankly I would not know.
I am not supposed to know, or te go into
details on those aspects. The magistrate
decides that.

Mr, TONKIN: I have in my possession
a volume known as The Criminal Law
Review, 1968. In this book there are some
very interesting articles on sheplifting. I
propose to quote some sections from this
review, because they are very germane to
what is under discussion. At page 423 we
find the following:—

Most shop managers, indignant at
the losses they sustained, felt that the
urge to shoplift was promoted selely
by greed. They argued that most of
the offenders have money on them anhd
later offer to pay. The members of
the police who were seen, emphasised
the middle-aged woman demanding
attention and help, the middle-class
woman, bored and neglected, who finds
shoplifting gives her a sense of excite-
ment and release. Magistrates ad-
mitted to lenient attitudes, feeling that
the offence was not serious compared
with others, sympathising with the
middle-aged female depressive, whom
they appeared to see as the “normal”
shoplifter, and often blaming the shops
for tempting shoppers. One security
officer considered it a waste of time
to send a shoplifter before a particular
court in the area—where the magis-
trates regarded the new supermarkets
as not only an unfajr temptation to

This charge was not with-
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shoppers bul an eyescre—because the
offenders were so frequently dismissed
or absolutely discharged.

It is possible that excuses of ill-
ness are produced on more occasions
than are justified. It seems probable
that many women feeling depressed
or bored will shoplift in order to treat
themselves in much the same way as
a bored or unhappy person will keep
taking snacks or buy a new dress. The
police described a few examples of
kleptomania when hoards of articles,
sometimes of the same type, were
found unused in private houses, but
evidence or recognition of this was
quite rare.

At page 425 we find the followmg —

{2) Publicity given to offenders by
the local press might deter, at
least from a subsequent offence,
sglce offenders express a fear of
this.

There are several articles in this publica-
tion which I would recommend, firstly,
that the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment should read, after which they should
be read by the rest of his Cabinet collea-
gues, in order that they might get a
proper appreciation of what probably did
take place in this case.

Surely the request of the Opposition is
not unreasonable in this mafter. The
papers contain the original charge; the
statement of the charge by the special
constable; and a reference to the number
of appearances in the court of the different
macgistrates who presided on each cccasion,
together with the reasons given for the
adjournment. We then have the final
hearing and the report which the Minister
for Justice obtained from the magistrate,
together with a copy of the magistrate’s
notes of the evidence of the case. That
is what is contained in the papers. But
it is that information which the Govern-
ment is apparently going to deny Parlia-
ment the right to see.

Mr, Court: Do you want the same napers
for any court case published to be made
available on request by a member of
Parliament?

Mr. TONKIN: I am not moving that
the papers of every court case that has
taken place be made available at ali; I
am moving for the papers in respect of
this particular case. in connection with
which there have heen allegations that an
approach would be made to a magistrate
who could be secured to see, firstly, that
if a request were made for withdrawal, a
withdrawal would be given and. secondly,
if a withdrawal were not asked for, then
no conviction would be recorded in any
case.

In the face of this allegation I say we
are entitled to see these papers, and if the
Government insists on withholding them
it will only heighten the suspicion that
something took place which should not be
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counftenanced in this society. In some
countries, of course, it is the accepted
thing that there can be corruption.

Mr. Court: What is your suspicion in
this case: that the magistrate acted
wrongly?

Mr. TONKIN: What I am acting on at
the present time is that I have been given
corroborated statements by a number of
persons who were present at an interview
with a certain representative of a firm
when this representative said it would be
the worse for the firm if it went ahead
with the case; when he asked that the
case be withdrawn; and when he was told
by the police constable concerned that it
could not be withdrawn onee the charge
was laid under the Police Act. In answer
to that statement the persons present were
told by this particular person that ar-
rangements would be made to get a magis-
trate who would agree to the withdrawal.

Mr, Court: It did not get him very far.
It went to the court in the regular way,
and there were three magistrates.

Mr. TONKIN: A withdrawal was not
asked for, but the case was allowed to
proceed as it should have been allowed to
proceed.

Mr. Court: Who is challenging that?
Mr. Brand: No-one did.

Mr. TONKIN: When it did proceed it
was dismissed.

Mr. Court: You seem to be terribly up-
set. I do not know whether you want the
person lynched or gaoled.

Mr. TONKIN: I want the papers made
public in order that a full opportunity can
be afforded to see whether the matter
should be taken further or not. So that
we can be perfectly clear on the situation
regarding special constables, I quote from
the Police Act, section 35A of which reads
as follows:—

{1) The Commissioner of Police may
appoint special constables.

(2) Any person appointed a special
constable shall have all the same
powers and be entitled to and en-
joy all the same privileges and be
subject to the same duties and
obligations as any constable duly
appointed under this Act.

(3) Any special constable may receive
such payment for his services, and
may be provided with such equip-
ment and necessaries as may be
allowed and provided to a special
constable appointed under the
provisions of this Act,

(4) All appointments of special
constables made by the Commis-
sioner of Police before the com-
mencement of the Police Act
Amendment Act, 1915, are hereby
ratified and confirmed, and this
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section shall apply to such ap-
pointments as if it had been
enacted by this Act.

Therefore it is quite impossible logically
to draw a distinction between a charge
laid by a special constable and a charge
laid by an ordinary constable acting on
behalf of the Commissioner of Police, Both
constables are acting on behalf of the Com-
missioner of Police when they lay a c¢harge.

Mr. Court: What was the difference of
the practical effect in this case?

Mr. TONKIN: The practical effect was
that in no circumstances would costs he
piven against the constable acting on be-
half of the Commissioner of Police if he
took a charge and the charge was
dismissed; but in this case costs were given
against the constable.

Mr. Bovell: The court did that.

Mr. Court: Because it is a private case
in that respect.

Mr. TONKIN: It is not.

Mr. Court: The practical effect is exactly
the same,

Mr. TONKIN: I do not know what one
must do to establish what a situation is,
The Police Act makes absolutely no distine-
tion hetween the duties, ohligations, and
privileges of a special constable and an
ordinary constable; and to establish that
point, which is vital, I will quote section
35A of the Police Act again. Tt reads—

(1) The Commissioner of Police may
appoint special constables.

(2) Any person appointed a special
constable shall have all the same
powers and be entifled to and
enjoy all the same privileges and
be subject to the same duties and
oblizations as any constable duly
appointed under this Act.

The point I want to make is that if a
case of shoplifting oceurs in a shop where
there is no special constable and the
proprietor of the shop notifies the police
and a charge is laid, then, under no
circumstances would the costs be given
azainst the particular policeman who took
the charge. But in this case, because the
charge was laid by a special constable, costs
were awarded against the special constable;
and the Minister continues to argue it was
a private case. Just imagine upholding
the law in some cases and saying it is
private business, and that in other cases
it is public business.

Mr. Court: The companies know the
position; they have engaged these people.

Mr. TONKIN: The law says, “Thou shalt
not steal.”

Mr. Bovell: That is one of the Ten
Commandments.

Mr. Graham: The Rev. Bovell speaks.
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Mr. TONKIN: That is in conformity
with the Ten Commandments; but the
Minister wants to say that if one steals in
a shop where there is no special constable
and a charge is laid, that is a public
matter. .

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has another five minutes.

Mr. TONKIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
But if a person steals in a shop where there
is a special constable, that is not a public
matter at all; it is a private matter. That
reasoning is completely beyond me.

Mr. Court: It is a private case.

Mr. TONKIN: That is the position, and
I refuse to spend any more time on it. In
conclusion I say that no valid reason—and
I repeat, no valid reason—has heen given
as to why these papers should be with-
helqg from serutiny; but instead there has
been a tirade of abuse and vilification
against me for having the temerity to dis-
charge a public duty.

Mr, Court: For leaving this inference to
be drawn against people who are not able
to defend themselves.

Mr. TONKIN: Let the Minister produce
the papers and an apportunity will be
afforded them to be completely cleared.

Mr. Court: You should be fair to these
people and say outside the House what you
have said here.

Mr, TONKIN: There is every justifica-
tion for the motion I have moved, and I
trust members will exercise their judg-
ment in this matter and consider what the
consequences will be if, without any
reason at all as to why the papers should
be withheld, they are withheld from the
serutiny of this Parliament.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes—20
Mr. Bertram Mr. May
Mr. Bickerton Mr. Mclver
Mr, Brady Mr. Molr
Mr. Burke Mr. Narton
Mr. H. D. Evans Mr. Sewell
Mr. T. D. Evana Mr. Taylor
Mr. Graham Mr, Toms
Mr. Harman Mr, Tonkin
Mr. Jamleson Mr. Davles
Mr. Jones {Teller )
Mr. Lapham
Noes—24

Mr. Bovell Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Brand Mr. Nalder
Mr. Burt Mr. O’'Connor

Cash Mr, O'Nell
Mr. Court Mr. Rldge
Mr. Dunn Mr. Runclman
Mr. Gayler Mr. Rushton
Mr. Grayden Mr. Stewart
Mr. Hutchinson Mr, Wlilllams
Mr, Kitney Mr. Young
Mr. W. A. Manning Mr. I W. Mannln?
Mr. McPhariin {Teller)
Mr. Mensarcs

Paira
Aves Noes

Mr. Fletcher Mr. Cralg
Mr. Bateman Dr. Henn
Mr, Hall Mr. Lewls

Question thus negatived.
Motion defeated.
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BILLS (2): RECEIPT AND FIRST
READING
1. Nurses Bill.

Bill received from the Council; and,
on motion by Mr. Ross Hutchinson
(Minister for Works), read e first
time.

2. Child Welfare Act Amendment Bill

Bill received from the Council; and,
on motien by Mr, Nalder (Minister
for Agriculture), read a first time.

EDUCATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Returned

Bill returned from the Council without
amendment.

RURAL INDUSTRIES IN THE SOUTH
Inquiry by Rowal Commission: Motion

Debate resumed, from the 28th August,
cn the following motion by Mr. H. D.
Evans:—

That in the opinion of the House a
Royal Commission should be appointed
to enquire into the rural industries in
the South West and Great Southern
areas in respect to:—

(1) The costs, returns and trends
in the dairying, apple grow-
ing, wool and lamb, and the
dairy beef industries of those
areas.

(2) The problems confronting the
producers.

(3) The preservation of the small
farmer.

{4) Make such recommendations
which could assist in resolving
the problems revealed by the
investigation.

MR. NALDER (Katanning—Minister for
Agriculture) [8.20 p.m.]: The time has
come tonight to discuss a matter that is
conecerning -a number of people through-
out the length and breadth not only of
Western Australia but of Australia. 1
think we can say that at this point of time
it is recognised conditions for some
farmers have worsened owing to the fall
of wool prices in 1967; and, to some
extent, the subsequent devaluation of
gtt.erling had some influence on this situa-

on.

Before I proceed further, there are a
few points made by the honourable mem-
ber when he moved the motion which I
feel need some correction. I do not think
he determinedly set out to misinform the
House, but no doubt his informants, in
some cases, may not have been fully in-
formed of the situation. Therefore, at
this stage, I belleve I should make some
comments in this regard.

First of all, when introducing the sub-
ject, the honourable member made some
eriticism of the Government’s attitude to-
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wards industries in the south-west por-
tion of the State. He said—

This Government is well on the way
to being regarded by posterity as the
“compass government,” because it
points only in one direction, that
direction being the north. The time
has just about airrived when it must
review the reciprocal bearing and pay
attention to the plight of some of the
industries in the southern areas.

I asked the honourable member if he knew
what money had been spent in the south-
ern areas and he said that it was not
sufficient.

I wish to inform the House that during
the period 1960-68 the Government spent
$490,264,000 in the southern portion of
the State—that is below the 26th paral-
lel—and $84,000,652 in the northern por-
tion. So when people make statements
without being prepared to back them up,
it is time they were corrected. ‘That is
the first point I wanted to make in reply-
ing to some of the issues raised by the
honourable member.

He quoted a tremendous number of
figures and in some cases I have no cause
at all to criticise them, but I wish to com-
ment on several of the figures he did
mention, as I consider they are not in line
with the actual facts. The honourable
member said—

In the last two weeks of July the
prices of lamb showed a variation of
$3.30 to $8.20 and $5.30 to $7.70. Last
week the prices of lamb showed a
variation of $3.80 to $7. Similarly,
a downward trend can be seen in the
price of ewes. In this case for the
last two weeks of July the prices
quoted ranged from $3.80 to $5.80 and
from $2.70 to $4.60. In the first two
weeks of August the prices were $2.50
to $3.60 and $3.20 to $4.60.

I have no criticisms to offer about those
prices because they are as reported.

The honourabie member went on to
mention the plight of a couple of farmers
who, I understand, are in the Manjimup
areg. In regard to one farmer he said—

In the case of the first farmer, his
average return for lambs in 1966 was
$7.16; in 1967, $6.11;, and in 1968,
$5.73. Three years ago this farmer
valued his ewes at $14.60 each. In
1967-68, he can expect $4 for the ewe
and the lamb.

If members have regard to the figures I
quoted previously, they will see that the
two lots of figures do not agree. There-
fore, I think it is possible the honourable
member has been misinformed in this
connection because if the prices for a
lamb and a ewe are added fogether—even
taking the lowest of the prices—this would
certainly amount to more than $4. Ac-
cording to my reckoning the amount
would be §6.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Davies: From what page did you
quote?

Mr. NALDER: From pages 723 and 724
of Hansard, Wednesday, the 28th August.

The honourable member then went on
to speak of the situation with reference
to land values. This is an interesting
matter because I have had some inguiries
made. I cannot find the figures at the
moment but will come across them shortly.
I thought it advisable to make contact
with those in authority to obtain some
information with reference to land values
that existed in various parts of the State.
I therefore contacted the chief officer of
one of the stock firms that does a great
deal of business in land sales. I requested
information gas to whether, generally
speaking, in the various parts of the State,
land values had dropped.

When the honourable member was mov-
ing his motion the member for Dale inter-
jected and asked, “What would be the
land value of the properties you are gquot-
ing?” The honourable member replied—

The trend of land values has also
declined over the same period. The
decline has been appreciable and I
have the fisures for the four years,
if any member is interested in them.

The chief officer of one of the stock firms,
whom I previously mentioned, said that
he would not agree there had heen ah ap-
preciable decline in values. He was re-
ferring to farms that had been offered
for sale. He made the comment thaf pro-
perties at this stage were harder to sell
than on other occasions.

I then contacted the chief rural valuer
of the Taxation Department beeause I
felt in this situation one should get the
latest informaticn. He said there had
been no decline in land values in the
established farming areas of the State.
The south-west and the Great Southern
are mentioned in this motion, and they
come into the older established farming
areas. The chief rural wvaluer of the
Taxation Department goes on to say—

In general terms there has heen no
falling off in values—the general
level of values is being maintained
throughout the State.

There has bheen some reduction in
values of partly improved Conditional
Purchase leases in newly developing
fringe areas, but not in established
districts.

Mr. Bickerton: We do not want to know
what he thinks; what do you think? Do
you think there has been a decline in land
values?

Mr. NALDER: No, I do nof; and this
is proved if one will only look at some
of the reports that were mentioned, I
think, by the member for Collie. I looked
at some of these reports to find out
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whether a lot of farms were being offered
for sale in the area represented by the
honourable member,
I want to show that although we realise
there are difficulties associated with
various areas of the State, things have
not got to the stage where everybody is
putiing his tail between his legs and rush-
ing away saying that this is the end
of the road.
I wani to make the point that the num-
ber of farms being offered for sale in
some of the areas in the south-west and
the great southern is not considerable, The
areas concerned cover all of the farming
land, and in one list are as follows:—
Bremer Bay; Geraldton; Coolup;
Jerramungup East; Denbarker; Esper-
ance; Katanning; Moora; Quairading;
East Northam: Bruce Rock; Mt.
Barker; Korbel-Merredin; Wyalkat-
chem; Lower Chittering; Dandaragan;
Rocky Gully; and Wagin.

There are some 20-odd farms for sale

in the list, and they were advertised on

the 26th September.

Mr. Jones: Were there any offers to
buy?
Mr. NALDER.: No doubt some of the

properties are being sold. I have here
a copy of the Review published by Dalgety-
N.Z.L. dated the 12th September, listing
the following &areas where farms are for
sale:—

Boyup Brook; Cordering; Lake Grace;

Binnu; Busselfon; Watheroo; Buli-
finch; Moora; Boddington; Ongerup;
Kellerberrin; Lake (Grace; West

Beverley; and York.
Just as a matter of interest I have another
list here which I would like to quote, and
the areas concerned are—

Mingenew; North-East Northampton;

West Mt. Barker; Bridgetown; Bokal:

Boddington; Danderagan; Kojonup;
Centrai Great Southern; Burakin;
Marchapgee; West Three Springs;

Carnamsah; South Busselion: DBrook-
ton-Corrigin; West Northam; Ser-
pentine; Perillup; and Mandurah.

Those lists indicate that farms are being
sold, or are being offered for sale, right
throughout the length and breadth of the
South-West Land Division and do not
suggest that there is a depression in the
south-west, that everybody is concerned
about the future, and that farms are be-
ing offered for sale everywhere.

Mr. Jones: Then for what purpose are
meetings being held right throughout the
State?

Mr. NALDER: Ths other point I wish
to refer to has reference to heef prices.
The honourahle member was well and truly
off the beam in regard to this matter.

Mr. Jones: The information I asked
for is confidential, like the o0il prices.
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Mr. NALDER: The member for Warren
stated figures paid for baby beef as $73,
$72, and $56 for the years 1966, 1967, and
1968 respectively, All I can say, regarding
the last figure, is that the animal referred
to was not in any way comparable with
the animals seold in 1966 and 1967. I have
with me a diagram which shows the prices
of stock during last year and this year.
This information is on page 22 of the
Wesfarmers News, dated the 26th Septem-
ber, 1968, and is available in the reading
room for those who wish to read it.

Mr. Jamieson: You appear to have most
of the reading room up here.

Mr. NALDER: The prices quoted for
haby beef, as printed by the associated
agents, indicate that for the 1st June,
1967, and for the 1lst June, 1968, the prices
are almost identical. The prices follow
an almost identical pattern right up to
the last few weeks, when the price of
11]35'? beef has risen above that quoted in

So I want to say that the honourable
member's informnant has tried to make the
situation worse than it is. I am using
this as a factual situation, and I hope that
when such information is given to the
House it is as near as possible to the
factual situation.

Mr. Davies: What part of the member
for Warren's speech are you quoting?

Mr. NALDER: Page 724, in the second
column.

Mr. Davies: He
market prices.

Mr, NALDER: The honourable member
was talking about prices.

Mr., Davies: The Minister is completely
misleading the House.

Mr. NALDER: No, I am not, The hon-
ourable member gives the figures for baby
beef. He does not appreciate the situation
when he says thet the figures for 1966,
1967, and 1968 were $73, $§72, and $56 re-
spectively.

Mr, Jones: That is a specific case history.

Mr. NALDER: That is right, and it
means just what I have said. It is quite
obvicus that the cattle sold in each of those
three years were not identical. I am trying
to point out to the member that the price
of baby beef has not fallen, so the type of
animal must have been different., That is
the point I am making.

Mr. Bickerton: It must have been a
kangaroo,

Mr. NALDER: More recently a group
of farmers in the Bridgetown-Boyup
Brook-Greenbushes area were affected by
the season, and there is no doubt that the
situation referred to exists in those three
places, The season broke off rather shoert
last spring and there were no follow-up
rains. The pasture deteriorated very
rapidly and then, of course, the rains did

is not referring to
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not arrive early in the 1968 season. Al-
mast every other part of the South-West
Land Division was getting ample rain, but
the area I have mentioned missed out.

We appreciate the situation and I want
to make some reference to it because the
member for the distriet invited me to
Bridgetown to discuss the position with
the presidents of the two shires. I refer
to the Upper Blackwood Shire and the
Bridgetown Shire, There was &an apology
from the President of the Greenbushes
Shire, who was not able to he present,
Those men pointed out the serious situa-
tion which had developed in the area and
we discussed the matter fully for some
considerable time.

I received a request from the two pre-
sidents that every effort be made to assist
the farmers to obtain fodder to feed their
stock during this critical period. Every
effort was made. The grain pool, which
handles the sale of oats, made arrange-
ments to have oats available at Bunbury
for any farmer who wished to cart the
oats either by contract or by his own
means. He could go to Bunbury and pur-
chase the oats at market price so that
he could feed his stock. Arrangements
were also made with the Deputy Director
of Agriculture to meet the agents to find
out where fodder was available where it
was not required.

Discussions took place and the informa-
tion was made available regarding sup-
plies of surplus oats. An approach was
alsc made to the Minister for Transport
and he agreed it would not be necessary,
under these ecircumstances for contract
carters to get a permit to cart the oats.
This meant there were no difficulties, and
no holdups for the carters in respect of
travelling to wherever they could find fod-
der angd carting it to the areas where it
was required. This was done during the
first week in June and every effort was
made to facilitate the transport of fodder
for the cattle and the sheep—or for the
people who needed it for their stock. As I
have said, there were no holdups in obtain-
ing permits.

I know that this situation was appre-
ciated and I am sure that quite a num-
ber of farmers took advantage of it. I did
no} inquire from the Grain Pool as to how
much oats was sold at Bunbury, but I
know provision was made to reserve a
quantity for the farmers. I want to make
special mention of this because a diffi-
culty did exist in that particular area be-
cause of seasonal conditions. This situa-
tion, of course, does not apply only to
Western Australia. At the moment it ap-
plies to other parts of Australia, and no
doubt some members saw a news item on
television the other night which indicated
that in parts of New South Wales, even at
this moment, very difficult times are being
experienced as far as drought is con-
cerned.

[ASSEMBLY.]

In all these cases farmers developing
properties—not only small acreages, but
also large properties—have problems,
which can be expected to be encountered,
involving financial difficulties. More re-
cently, the severe drop in the price of
surplus sheep normally used for export as
carcase mutton, or boneless mutton, has
caused further problems to farmers who
have bought sheep at high prices. I think
it is just as well to remind members of
this situation.

No doubt members would appreciate
that during the last few years there has
been a great demand for breeding-stock,
and I am referring to sheep., I refer not
only to merinos, but also to crosshred
sheep for the breeding of fat lambs. We
know only too well that this demand has
caused quite & bit of concern from the
State's point of view. Many sheep were
being brought from the Eastern States to
build up our numbers, and the stage was
reached where people were paying very
high prices for breeding-stock. They were
being encouraged to do this—to pay high
prices—because at that time any surplus
stock which was available brought quite
satisfactory prices.

It will also be recalled that last year the
average price of wool dropped to the low-
est figure since 1959, and 1961-62—two
periods that I recall. I remember that the
price went down to approximately the same
as it was last year—about 42¢ per pound.

This situation has caused an additional
problem to the many farmers who laid out
large sums to purchase stock, in the main
from the Eastern States, for breeding pur-
poses,

Apple production was also mentioned by
the honourable member, I know that a
year ago growers were apprehensive about
the export market, but the price, for the
season, turned out to be quite satisfactory.
This was especially so with regard to the
sales made to Great Britain.

Mr. Tonkin: Did not a grower in the
south-west recently rip out 1,000 acres of
apples?

Mr. NALDER: No, they were peach trees.
They were taken out as a result of the
producer not being able to obtain a market
for that particular variety. They were
canning peaches. The member for War-
ren has reviewed the overall position in his
speech, and has given a picture of the
areas in which he is interested; and, as I
said earlier, I believe the facts are
generally correct.

Perhaps this would be a favourable
opportunity for me to refer to the overall
agricultural position in Western Australia.
Farmers in the South-West Land Division
of the State, I think, have been endeavour-
ing, generally, to improve their farming
practices by such methods as increasing
the acreage of their pasture. If figures
were made available it would be found that
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almost every district of the State, without
exception, has extended the areas under
pasture, and others have endeavoured to
plant clovers and grasses for the purpose
of increasing their carrying capacity.

By such methods farmers have enlarged
their holdings to the exfent that the gross
average value of rural production rose
from $204,000,000 for the five-year period
to the 30th June, 1955, to $432,000,000 for
the year ended the 30th June, 1968. This
is a rise of 112 per cent. in gross
income from an increase of 17 per cent.
in the number of active farms. Of course,
costs have risen, so I should refer to net
value; that is, gross value, less cash costs,
other than labour, of rural production.
For the three years ended 1955, the
figure was $6,947, and for the three years
ended 1868, it was $13,037.

I realise that the pgeneral position, as
indicated by the figures I have quoted, is
meagre comfort for those most affected by
the changing situation, including those
farmers whose activities are based on
merine sheep or fat lambs, and who, there-
fare, depend on returns from wool and
sheep meat.

I have endeavoured to ascertain the
source of the criticism that has heen
levelled. To be fair, I do not know
whether the criticism has been made on
the basis that it is merely indicating the
situation in which farmers are placed, but
it has been said by individuals, and it has
been quoted at various meetings, that the
problem is a financial one and has arisen
mainly as a result of the attitude adopted
by the financial institutions towards
farmers. In an endeavour to clarify the
situation, I invited the Manager of the
Associated Banks, the Manager of the
Commeonwealth Bank, the Chajirman of
Commissioners of the Rural and Industries
Bank, and the heads of the associated
apents to discuss the matier with me.

I also met the manager of cne of the
insurance companies in this State which
lends a considerable amount of moiey
annually to those engaged in the agri-
cultural industry., As I have said, I took
this action because of the criticism that
has been levelled against the Government.
Whether such criticism was deliberate or
not, I could not say. However, I discussed
the matter with the gentlemen I have
mentioned and I was amazed to find that
all of them were directly interested in the
success of each and every client regard-
less of the area in which the client was
operating. I wish to emphasise to the
House that I was assured by these people
that neither the banks nor the stock
firms have withheld financial support from
farmers, nor do they intend to do so. In
fact, all of them reported increased mone-
tary advances to those engaged in the
agricultural industry throughout this
State.
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The following statement, which is in-
dicative of the manner in which banks
respond to the situation, was issued by the
Australian Bankers’ Association Research
Directorate on the 16th September, 1968:—

Mr, C. H. Rennie, Chairman of the
Australian Bankers' Association, said
today that criticism of the Banks by
some farmers in Western Australia
was unfounded. The Trading Banks
were responsive to the problems which
adverse prices or seasonal conditions
created for producers and always
assisted the farmers to the fullest
extent possible.

Mr. Rennie said that the rural lend-
ing policies of the Banks provided for
preferential treatment for producers,
both in terms of the availability of
finance and interest rates charged.

There had been no change in these
policies and in fact loans approved
for rural purposes had been at a record
level during the past year,

In Western Australia nearly one-
third of all Trading Bank advances
outstanding were held by farmers
compared with the national average
GI 24 per cent.

Mr. Rennie said that the Banks were
proud of their record in the field of
rural lending and had always treated
the rural community sympathetically.

The words of the other gentlemen that I
met were almost identical with the words
I have just gquoted. I then requested an
interview with the Chairman of Com-
missioners of the Rural and Industries
Bank to discuss this matter, and although
I spoke to the chairman, the following
information was provided over the signa-
ture of the deputy chairman:—

We have maintained our standard
‘practice of meeting the reasonable
needs of all our customers and
consequently we have not been enfore-
ing reduction in farmers' borrowing
arrangewents with us. In fact, these
have shown a substantial inerease over
the past two years, partly attributable
to the lower prices received by
farmers for their produce.

The purpose of my meeting these people
was to obtain their assurance on the situa-
tion in order to try to restore confidence
among members of the farming community.
1 believe such confidence exists, although
one would be led to believe it does not.
I repeat that the Government appreciates
the problems faced by many members of
the farming community; and it is pre-
bared to meet them and discuss their prob-
lems to see what can be done to improve
the conditions in the areas that are
effected.

Mr. Tonkin: Is the Minister goi
Miling? goine to
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Mr. NALDER: No, the Minister is not
going to Miling. It so0 happens that I
have received a number of letters inviting
me to attend various centres, bhut at this
point of time I have not been able, be-
cause of prior arrangements, to go to any
of the meetings that have been called. The
two meetings at Geraldton last Monday
were both held in the afternoon when
Cabinet was in sesslon, and the Leader of
the Opposition would appreciate my posi-
tion in this particular instance.

Mr. Bertram: Would not the increased
berrowings from banks be indicative of the
farmers’ financial position?

Mr. NALDER: One could place whatever
interpretation one likes on such a situa-
tion, but the hoenourable member should
also appreciate that development is con-
tinuing to take place throughout Western
Australia. The best way to answer the
honourable member’s query is to read
again the last part of the letter I have
just read to the House. It is as follows:—

In fact, these have shown a sub-
stantial increase over the past two
years, partly attributable to the lower
prices received by farmers for their
produce.

I would also make the point that the self-
same information was given by the
associated agents, which indicated to me
that quite a number of farmers had been
assisted to the extent of millions of
dollars. The information also suggested
to me that these people were prepared to
meet farmers to discuss their problems
and, in the majority of cases, be prepared
to assist them. Many cases have been
brought to my attention which have in-
dicated that the banks have been most
svmpathetic in their attitude towards
assisting farmers.

I can recall the case of a farmer in
the great southern who made an applica-
tion for assistance to put down a Kkey
dam on his property. At the time he
applied there was no possibility of the
comprehensive water scheme being ex-
tended to his property, and so the bank
agreed to make a sum of money available
to him to build his dam. Almost in the
same breath the bank said that should
he require more money fto build sheds or
to improve his property in some other
way the finance would be made available
to him.

One of the managers of the bank men-
tioned that in their programming for the
year they allocated a certain sum of
money to the various branches in country
areas and that although in two of the
areas the amount they had allocated had
been overdrawn, in another area the ad-
vances made to farmers had not reached
the total amount. This indicated to me
that the situation was reasonably fluid.
Further, a similar attitude was shown by
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the Manager of the Commonwealth Bank
and also by the inswrance company I
mentioned which lends a large sum of
money to those engaged in the agricul-
tural industry.

I do not want it to be thought that
there are no farmers in a difficult finan-
cial position. We always hear of a few
individuals who cannot carry on, but this
happens whether times are good or bad.
When 1 visited Bridgetown I called on
two of the banks at that centre. I did
not know the managers, and they did not
know that I had intended visiting Bridge-
town. I asked them what the situation
was in the Bridgetown area and they in-
formed me that it was a case of business
as usual. I inguired about the general
situation of farmers operating in the
Bridgetown district and their chances of
obtaining financial assistance if required,
and they advised me they were prepared
to make money available to any farmer
to purchase fodder to keep his stock in
reasonahle condition.

I pointed out to them that I had heard
there were three farmers in the dis-
trict who were in a fairly difficult posi-
tlon and” there was a possibility they
would have to walk off their properties.
I was informed by the managers of these
banks that these three men would prob-
ably be in the same position no matter
what the seasonal conditions might be. We
cannot put our heads in the air in regard
to this situation. Some farmers, through no
fauit of their own, have run into difficul-
ties and it is quite impossible for them
to carry on.

In circumstances such as that I do not
think it is wise that we should place our-
selves in the position where we feel that,
under these conditions, every farmer
must be catered for. We must be reason-
able about the matter and, in the main,
I think farmers reslise that, if they have
reached a position where they find they
cannot carry on, the best course for them
to follow is either to sell their properties
or to lease them. They should make every
endeavour to realise as much as possible
from what they own, whether it be stock,
machinery, or the land in which they have
an equity.

Mr. Hall: Will the Minister agree to
meet a depuiation from farmers situated
in the south-west area?

Mr. NALDER: On many occasions in
reply to correspondence I have received
inviting me to attend meetings I have
written letters regretting my inability to
be present, but I have offered to meet a
committee or any representatives from the
particular area to discuss the problems
with which they are confronted.

Mr. Hall: What about receiving a depu-
tation?
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Mr. NALDER: I have never refused to
meet any deputation. Any group that
wishes to interview me 1t0 discuss this
arrangement is quite welcome to do so.

In order to see the situation in proper
perspective some comments should be
made on certain aspects of our agricul-
tural production. Firstly, and I mentioned
this earlier, the average price for wool for
1967-68 of 42¢ per pound, is low compared
with other sales, including the sales for
the two seasons I mentioned—1958-59 and
1860-61. The prices for the coarser wools
such as those emanating from fat lamb
producers have been most affected.

It is interesting to note from this morn-
ing’s newspaper the prices obtained from
the wool sale which was held at Fremantle
yesterday and which is continuing today.
There was & strong demand for crossbred
wools, and this development is most en-
couraging. Since the period I mentioned
when the low average price of 42c per
pound was obtained, there has heen a
gradual rise in prices. This has been the
experience of the sales conducted in West-
ern Australia in recent times, sueh as the
sale at FPremantle a month ago, the sale
at Albany last week, and the sale at Pre-
mantle yesterday. The prices are improv-
ing. The estimate of the price per pound
of wool is up by about 4¢, and in some
cases higher. This suggests that the wool
prices are improving to the stage where
farmers, generally, will be reasonably satis-
fied.

More recent information also indicates
a better demand for other wools. That is,
the higher class merine wool has been
bringing better prices over the last few
months. Secondly, farmers are concerned
about the prices that are likely to be ob-
tained from the sale of lambs. This mat-
ter will be dealt with in another motion
before the House. It will be appreciated
that the main crop of lambs in the spring
has always caused a glut. That has been
the situation for as long as I can remem-
ber; and prices generally deteriorated to
the export level. We know from experience
over a long period of yesrs thai previousiy
the export price for lambs was satisfactory,
but gradually the price decreased until
this vear it reached the lowest level it has
been for many years. The price being
paid today is in the vicinity of 1l4c a
pound on the hoof for top grade lambs.

Usually the price of lamb tends to im-
prove when the flush period is over, and
almost without exception from the new
yvear until the following July or August
there is a marked increase in the price
caused mainly by the local demand. Be-
cause of the smaller number of lambs
which were available at that period of the
vear encouragement was given to farmers
to breed lambs for the off-period. How-
ever, in September of last year there was
a glut, and many farmers decided to hold
back their lambs, hecause they thought
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they would receive a better price during
the autumn months, but that did not
eventuate. Not a few, but quite & large
number of farmers did this, and con-
sequently there was little improvement in
prices. This trend has to be taken into
consideration.

I would like to peint out that the posi-
tion which exists in Western Australia also
exists in the Eastern States. I make pass-
ing reference to this aspect, because at
the present time the price of lambs in
Adelaide is about the same as that in
Waestern Australia. The prices shown in
the market reports which appeared in a
stock journal in Adelaide on the 19th Sep-
tember last are almost identical with the
prices in Western Australia. In Adelaide
the prices of best lambs ranged from $5.80
to $6.40; hest medium from $5.70 to $5.75;
and light from $5 to $5.25. To make a
comparison with the prices in Perth,
sucker lambs fetched from $5 to $5.60; the
top price about $6.40; fair to heavy from
$4 to $5; and best breed $5 to $6. That
shows the prices are almost identical.

Mr. H. D. Evans: That does not make
the prices fair.

Mr. NALDER: No. Not only do we in
this State experience difficulty, but also
the producers in the other States. The
other evening when I was travelling home
I heard over the air a debate on the pri-
mary industry appropriation legislation,
and I was very interested in the remarks
made, In the House of Representatives
Mr. Duthie, who I understand represents
an electorate in Tasmania, indicated that
the same position in regard to lamb prices
exists in his State. In the Hansard report
of the speech he made on the 12th Sep-
tember, 1968, appearing on page 1019, he
had this to say—

I am sorry to say that the honey-
moon for our primary producers is
over. The post-war boom years have
ended. We have entered a period of
hard slogging. There must be changes
in marketing and changes in attitudes
towards primary production.

Mr. Pettitt, who represents an electorate
in New South Wales, also took part in
that debate, and his contribution appears
on page 1023 of the Federal Hansard
for 1968, He started off hy making some
reference to the Australian Wool Board
being the responsibility of the Minister for
Primary Industry, and then said—

No primary industry has greater
problems to overcome at the moment
than has the wool industry. This
applies particularly to wool growers
in the western areas. They have great
difficulty in lifting their production.
It has been a lucky year for us in the
inside areas. I know that there js a
tremendous variation in the returns
on wool. I have seen reports on this
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hy the Bureau of Agricultural Eco-
nomics, and I have seen the variations.
In my own district T have seen returns
of from 15 per cent. to 18 per cent. on
capital on some of the best farms and
returns of 2 per cent. on some of the
less efficient properties. Greater at-
tention will have fo be paid to
efficiency, we will have to use all the
latest methods.

Those remarks indicate the problems exist
not only in Western Australia but in other
States of Australia, and they affect the
marketing of wool, fat lamb production,
dairying, and the beef industry, At this
point of time, however, the beef industry
is one of the best of the primary industries,
as far as economics are concerned,

Mr. Norton: These problems exist all
over the world.

Mr. NALDER: Production in the United
States of America has presented a problem.
The American Government pays the
wheatgrowers not to grow wheat, because
of overproduction. The fact is that many
problems exist in regard to agriculfure. I
want to strike a brighter note, because I
believe the position is likely to improve.

I mentioned the situation in reference
to wool, and I now proceed to mention
the fact that farmers are concerned with
the prices that are likely to be obtained
for their lambs. In this connection it will
be appreciated that the main crop of
lambs in the spring has always caused o
downward trend in prices. This year we
experienced that almost to the week.

Mr, Norton: Has not the price of lamb
been down since last June?

Mr. NALDER: Although the price has
risenn slightly during the autumn months
it did not rise by very much. It has since
dropped to the low figure I mentioned,

Mr. Norton: In June of last year the
price was 16c a pound.

Mr. NALDER: The price at the present
is about 14¢ a pound on the hoof at Mid-
land for top quality lambs. T met a lamb
producer this afternoon who told me that
he received only $6.40 for his consignment
of lambs this week. Perhaps the most sud-
den and the drastic change in price has
been that obtained for old sheep which are
sold as surpius to the requirements of pro-
ducers. In the main these old sheep are
used for boning out purposes. There i5 a
restricted market for carcase mutton in
various parts of the Far East; this is not
a great market, but only a market for a
limited quantity. The greatest percentage
of this old stock is used for boning ouf,
and the meat is sent to various parts of
the world.

A number of live sheep are normally
exported to Singapore and this trade is
continuing. We alsp have a market in the
countries around the Persian Gulf. Re-
cently I called in the representatives of
the organisation of exporters in Western
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Australia to discuss with me the possibility
of extending the market to other parts of
the world, in an endeavour to increase

- the competition for old sheep sent to Mid-

land. I have not the actual flgures, but
it is interesting to note that mutton prices
at Midland have increased considerably.
However, the prices for mutton in South
Australia are going in the reverse direction.

Last year South Australia experienced
a drought, and now the producers are
building up their sheep numbers. They
are doing what the producers in Western
Australia have been doing for the last
three or four years—keeping the old stock
in order to breed more sheep and increase
the numbers on their properties. Today
the number of mutton sheep coming on
the market in Western Australia is greater
than the number which the local trade
can absorb. The curious aspect is that
there is wvery little mutton sold to con-
sumeyrs in this State.

Mr, Norton: You cannot buy mution in
the butcher shops,

Mr, NALDER: I am glad of that inter-
jection. My wife went into a butcher
shop in Applecross the other day and
asked for a leg of mutton. The butcher
told her that he had no sale for mutton,
but only for lamb and hogget.

Mr. Bickerton: Mutton is. sold only as
hogget.

Mr. NALDER: In reply to the honour-
able member I should point out that last
year we took steps to remedy the posi-
tion.

Mr. Bickerton: Perhaps the Minister
would like to see my butcher.

Mr. NALDER: I would willingly go with
the honourable member to his butcher and
buy a leg of lamb which he suggests comes
from an old ewe.

Mr. Norton: One butcher told me that
he sells it only on order.

Mr. NALDER: This is the trend. The
consuming public in Western Australia
is determined to get the better quality
and is prepared to pay for it. Therefore
lamb is bought in preference to mutton.

I earlier mentioned the exporters and
I am pleased to say that over the last two
weeks I have had a ring back from them
and have been told that there has been
an increase of some 240 tons of honed
meat sold as a result of their determined
efforts to try to locate new markets, Every
effort is being made to cobtain a keener
market which will enable the price of
stock to improve.

I believe the situation is going to im-
prove. I believe from the evidence which
is coming forward, that we now find our-
selves in a trough, My suggestion to
farmers at this time is that if they are
in a position to do so, they should hoid
their surplus stock, I am not referring
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to their lambs, because sucker lambs can-
not be held back as they must be sold
when they are in their prime. How-
ever, as far as surplus sheep are concerned
farmers should hold them back.

There is one point I wish to make in
this regard hecause I believe it to be im-
portant. If a farmer sells his mutton on
the hoof today, and the animals have been
closely shorn, he will not get anything at
all for the pelts. A farmer the other day
showed me a consignment note for 145
wether pelts. He had sold the wethers
to an exporter and the skins were to go
to the farmer. They were duly taken and
dried, and after this had heen paid for,
plus the cartage fees, commission, and so
on, he had to pay out 2¢ for the 145 skins.
In other words, instead of receiving any-
thing at all for the 145 skins, he had to
pay oui 2c.

My advisers inform me that skins with
a length of half an inch of wool or more
are bringing from 80c to $1.15. This
suggests to me that if the stock were held
g while until the wool could grow a little,
the skins would be far more valuable.

It is much more profitable to carry the
sheep on for a while longer, especially when
we consider the good seasons being ex-
perienced almost throughout the length
and breadth of the land. It would pay
farmers to hold on to their sheep rather
than sell them and create a glut such as
the one we experienced last year, when,
in one week, 70,000 sheep were up for sale
at Midland. I hope farmers will take the
advice and that those responsible for con-
ducting the sales will ensure we de not
have a glut similar to that experienced
last year. If the sheep are fed onto the
market gradually and some are held back
for a period to enable the wool to grow,
the farmers will be compensated for the
time they wait.

1 believe the situation will improve. At
the moment we are experiencing low prices,
but there is a bright spot on the horizon
and if farmers take this advice a situation
will be created which will be in their own

interosts,

I am informed that the main and most
profitable market for mutton has been
Japan, but, unfortunately, at present there
is practically no demand from that coun-
try because of the large stock of meal held
by it. It has gained this huge stock
firstly because of the large sales of mutton
from Victoria as a result of the sheep
slaughtered last year en account of the
drought. This meat has been held in store
and is now being fed onto the market.
The second reason is the situation in New
Zealand where huge stocks of mutton have
been held and are now being fed onto the
market.

In due course these stocks will be de-
pleted and we hope that exporters in this
country will be able to take advantage of
some of the sales because, as I have said,
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those in South Australia, Vietoria, and
parts of New South Wales are still trying
to improve the numbers of stock on their
holdings. These numbers have been de-
pleted because of the drought, experienced
one, two, and three years ago.

In general, the information ohtained
from the exporters is substantiated by the
local representatives on the Australian
Meai Board, with whem I also conferred
Exporters have made a determined efforf.
As a matter of fact, one exporter that I
know of is at present overseas endeavour-
ing to improve sales of boneless mutten.
Every ton of mutton we sell at this time
will relieve the situation and improve the
ruling prices. In addition, there has been
the trade to the United States, but ex-
porters are reluctant to risk losses as a
consequence of the rejection of meat in
which cysts are found.

The Department of Agriculture, in con-
junetion with the Department of Primary
Industry, is endeavouring to make a deter-
mined effort to reduce the incidence of this
problem. I do not intend to go into detail
here on this matter because I believe more
information will be made available as these
efforts are continued.

Unfortunately, the trade in live sheep
to the Persian Gulf has met with severe
competition from the Corriedale sheep
from the Argentine, and local export sales
can be made only at lower prices. How-
ever, I am pleased to say that one ex-
porter informed me that a substantial
number of sheep have recently been sold
to the Persian Gulf and, of course, this will
assist the situation further.

It should be made clear that lower
sheep prices will not seriously affect
farmers whose main income is obtained
from woopl and who breed their own flocks.
The only gifficulty they are experiencing
is as a result of the lower prices they are
receiving for their surplus stock. The fact
is that the wool price is improving and
therefore the position of those who breed
their own stocks and who are, perhaps, in
a position to purchase stock at the
moment, is auite reasonable,

The farmers who are adversely affected
are those who bought their sheep, and
hoped to quit them at prices much higher
than they are able to obtain today.

I now want to return to the situation
with reference to the Royal Commission.
It is reasonable to expect that such a com-
mission would have clearly defined obijec-
tives. I want te say here and now that
I am opposed to the appointment of a
Royal Commission. I believe that no good
purpose would come of the appointment of
a Royal Commissioner to investigate the
situation outlined by the honourable mem-
ber, and I will give my reasons for this
belief.

In his motion the honourable member
first of all referred fo the rural industries
in the south-west and the great southern.
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If a commission were appointed for any
purpose, it should be to investigate the
whole probiem,

Mr. Bickerton: We could easily amend
the motion to include that,

Mr. NALDER: I am going to give reasons
for there being no necessity to appoint a
comimission.

Mr. Bickerton: I thought you were going
to support it.

Mr. NALDER: The honourable member
wants an inquiry into the costs, returns,
and trends, in the apple-growing, wool
and lamb, and the dairy-beef industries in
those areas to which I have referred. I am
just wondering how long the honourable
member ¢or any other member of this House
would anticipate that an inquiry of this
nature would take. I would hazard a
guess that a lot of members in this
Chamber would not be here when this
report came to hand.

Mr. Bickerton: That would be a good
idea.

Mr. NALDER: It might be, too. The
Commonwealth Government conducied an
inquiry into the dairying industry and
members know fuil well the result of that
inquiry. We are only now being informed
of the results of it, Not directly, but
apparently, noc doubt, in some way, the
inquiry is responsible for the Common-
wealth Government deciding to make
money available to assist the dairying
industry. However, the point T want to
make is that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment appointed this committee to
inquire into the industry in Australia.

I am quite sure that if a person was
appointed to make an inquiry into the
dairying industry here, he would have to
go to the other States to compare the
problems, and so on. Even if he did not
take 12 months, certainly a considerable
time would elapse before he could issue
a report. So much for an inquiry into
the dairying industry.

The next one on the list is apple-
growing. Only a few years ago Wwe
appointed a Royal Commissioner (Judge
Gillespie) who inguired into all aspects
of the industry. He took 10 months to
make full inguiries. He not only looked
into the situation here but he also compar-
ed it with that in other States, and so on,
and it was 12 months before he submitted
a report on the apnple industry alone.

If it took 2 committee 12 months to
inquire inte the dairying industry.,.and a
commissioner 10 months 1o inguire into
the apple industry, it would involve the
best part of fwo years to deal with this
matter, and not even half the points in
the motion would have been dealt with.

What about the wool industry? What a
prohlem this individual would have in fry-
Ing to inquire into that! Not one person,
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but hundreds of people in Australia have
been endeavouring, through conferences,
debates, discussions, and meetings held in
every part of the country, to find a solu-
tion to the problems confronting the wool
industry. The Commonwealth Govern-
ment has appointed a wool commitiee
which is in action at present.

I would say, and I think members, in
the main, would agree, although there may
be some dissentients, that if we hope to
achieve anything worth while in regard
to the wool industry, any scheme must
be on a Commonwealth basis. If members
are not aware of the results when a
country tries to go it alone, they have
only to look at the situation in New
Zealand. Most primary producers believe
it would be very difficult to try fto adopt
a scheme and go it alone,

I sugeest we continue to support the
Commonwealth Government’s wool com-
mittee which meets from time to time. I
understand that it will very soon decide
on its recommendations. I do not think
we should waste our time, which is what I
believe we would be doing if we tried to
do anything on our own in the way of an
inguiry into the wool industry in Western
Australia.

Mr. Davies: What contact has Western
Australia with that committee?

Mr. NALDER: It has its direct repre-
sentatives on it. As a matter of fact, I
understand that the chairman of that com-
mittee is the President of the Wool Section
of our own Farmers' Union. We have direct
representation on that committee, and they
are responsible people elected to discuss
this situation in the interests of the indus-
try in Australia. We would be a laughing
stock if we appointed an inquiry into the
industry in Western Australia when an
inguiry is already in progress on an Aus-
tralia-wide basis.

We would only be duplicating the situa-
tion. To my mind the end result would be
that an inquiry would say, “It is in the best
interests of the State to co-operate with
the other States in setting up a nation-
wide wool scheme that will be of value to
the whole country.”

1 make the point that there are already
the three situations which I have men-
tioned. There has been an inquiry into the
dairy industry and the Commonwesalth
Government has already promised to make
£20,000,000-0dd available o the industry
in Australia. Western Australia will gain
an advantage from this and, doubtless, the
dairying industry will benefit by it.

Secondly, we have already had an in-
quiry into fhe applegrowing industry. I
might say, in addition, that the Depart-
ment of Agriculture has conducted a sur-
vey into the rural economics and market-
ing of the apple industry. The results of
the survey are available for anyone who
wishes to have a look at them.
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Let us turn to the lamb industry. Some
comments have been made about the lamb
industry and we will be talking about it at
a later stage. The Farmers’ Union already
has a lamb committee, and I have met the
members of the committee from time to
time. Qur economics adviser is assisting
the committee and together they are work-
ing on a plan to try to improve the situz-
tion as far as lamb producers in Western
Australia are concerned. As I have said,
the committee of inquiry into the lamb in-
dustry is already functioning.

I want to say that the Government has
given consideration to this aspect of the
problem, and the honourablie member in
his speech supported the idea which the
Government decided upon. I wish to make
reference to the matter at this point, be-
cause it applies to a section of the motion;
that is, the lamb section of the industry
in Western Australia.

The Government intends to set up a
committee of inquiry immediately. As a
matter of fact, it will be under the chair-~
manship of the co-ordinator of agricul-
tural industries, Mr. J. M. Clayton, who
© is held in the highest regard in Western
Australia, The committee will inquire into
the meat industry and report at the ear-
liest possible moment. I refer to the com-
ments made by the member for Warren
himself when he said at page 728 of
Hansard—

The request for a Royal Commis-
sion stems from the fact that a com-
mittee of inquiry would not be able
to’ fulfil its function in the current
session of Parliament. As a conse-
-quence, the Government would have
grounds for refusing a committee of
inquiry, and that left the only alter-
native—the appointment of a Royal
Commission.

That is the very point. We believe that if
a committee of inquiry is involved, it will
go on and on, and will not report
back until the next meeting of Parliament,
probably in March. The Government be-
iieves this is an immediate problem and
we should go to work and have the com-
mittee appointed immediately. As I have
said already, this is exactly what we in-
tend to do. T make reference to an article
which appeared in the country edition of
The West Ausiralian on the 2nd October,
1968, and which relates to an inquiry into
meat. It says—

The Farmers’' Union executive ¢com-
mittee has asked the State Govern-
ment to investigate the reasons why
the big decreases in producer returns
on meat have not been matched by
corresponding adjustments in retail
prices.

Consequently the Farmers’ Union is pre-
pared to support the proposal under the
points which 1 have made.
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I want to mention the inquiries that
have been made in the various sections
of agricultural industry. I mean to refer
to what the Commonwealth Government
is deing as well as what we are doing in
the State sphere,

The Bureau of Agricultural Economics
has had surveys in operation. A sheep in-
dustry survey has been going on since
1966-67. This information is available.
That is the point I want:to emphasise.

A swrvey into the dairy industry was
conducted by the Bureau of Agtricultural
Economics in 1964, and I have a copy of
the survey with me. The report was pro-
duced in 1966 as the result of a survey
which had been conducted over a period
of two years. A survey into dairy beef was
undertaken by the Department of Agricul-
ture. In addition there has been a potato
survey and an economic survey of jand de-
velopment in the Esperance Plains, and
marketing reports have been published
yearly in respect of lamb, mutton, beef,
wool, dairy production, eggs, and grains.

There has also been the department’s
agricultural management studies apple
survey, the Williams-Arthur River survey,
in 1863, the lake district survey in 1955,
and the central wheathelt survey was be-
gun in 1968. In addition, a survey into the
irrigation of small farms in the south-
west was commenced this year. Other
assistance has been the appointment of
an officer at Esperance to consider the
economic adjustment problem, and the
Government has also given economic ad-
vice to new settlers.

I wish to comment on the other point
which the honourable member made in
his motion with reference to the dairy beef
industry. I am sure many farmers wish
that they had not followed the advice
given to them by some farm advisers;
namely, to get out of cattle and go into
sheep. Many people today in the great
southern and the south-west are lament-
ing their decision to do that. and the
majority of them are trying to get back
into beef production as quickly as they
can, In this instance I am referring to
dairy beef. This is very productive and
the econnmics are very encouraging at the
present time. In fact, it seems as if they
will be so for some years to come.

The department has undertaken some
research work into this industry and I wish
to mention that work is being done in this
field at Wokalup, Bramley, and Denmark.
I think the research will indicate points
which will be valuable as far as dairy beef
is concerned. At the present time the price
of beef is such that it'is a most economic
section of the industry. I see no reason at
all to inquire into an industry which is
profitable, progressing, and playing a part
as far as the economics of farmers are
concerned.
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If we had a good reason to inquire, we
could consider it, but there is no reason at
all, One thing I wish to emphasise is
what is predicted in regard to the baby
beef industry which has been productive
in Western Australia. Everybody knows
that a joint of baby beef is a very tasty
morsel of meat. The present situation will
continue while there is a local demand for
haby beef. It may be two, three, four, or
five years in the future, but the time will
come when baby beef production will
reach the stage of over-production.
Farmers will have to appreciate the situa-
tion that, when that time comes, they
must be prepared to carry their baby beef
on for perhaps 18 months or 2% years—
whatever the case may be—until they can
sell it profitably on the local market and
export it.

The time of overproduction of baby
beef will come, and it will be up to the
farmers to readjust the whole of their
plans and be in the position of carrying
their stock to a more mature age. I pre-
dict it, and I believe officers of the depart-
ment and many other people predict it,
too, Consequently I issue the warning
today that this will be the position at some
time in the future and it will be up to the
farmers o he prepared for that eventu-
ality.

On the industry side, we have the Waool
Board, fthe Australian Woo] Industry
Couneil, to which I have referred, the
Australian Meat Board, the Dairying Mar-
keting Board, and the Apple and Pear
Board.

I think I have covered all the aspects of
the situation and have given the reasons
why I believe, at this point of time, there
would be no value in appointing a Royal
Commissioner, because he would be given
an impossible task. He could not restrict
his inquiries into the industries mentioned
in the motion to Western Australia; he
would have to go to the Eastern States and
overseas. I predict it would be at least
three to five years before he would be able
to come up with a report.

Mr. Graham: Break it down!

Mr. Brand: And then he would tell us
no more than we know now.

Mr. NALDER: The Premier has hit the
nail on the head; he would probably not
tell us much more than we know now.

Mr. Graham: What are you going to do
about it?

Mr. NALDER: What we have done and
are continuing to do; namely, have in-
quiries made by competent people who are
endeavouring to research and assist the
situation. I repeat that I am prepared to
meet any section of primary producers
in this State to discuss their problems. I
am prepared to go with them, or refer
them, to financial institutions where they
might be able (o obtain some assistance.
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I want to emphasise we are doing all we
possibly can to create more markets for
the surplus products which are currently
depressing the situation. If we could
obtain $7 or $8 per head for surplus sheep
—ewes and wethers—we probably would
not have the situation we have today, In
addition, of course, various areas of the
State have experienced a bad season.

This is inevitable. I have said more
than once in the House that it is up to the
farmer in every possible situation to con-
serve not only water, but also fodder,
against those days when, as sure as I am
standing here, we will not have such a
good season as we are experiencing this
year.

I hope this information will be spread
far and wide, because many people forget
after two or three good seasons. They
say, "It could not happen here; we are
living in a paradise.” I say the situation
must be watched. It is good insurance to
put aside a quantity of fodder with which
we will be able to stave off the likely re-
sult of a bad season. This is one of the pro-
blems we face and we are endeavouring o
encourage farmers to tackle the problem. .
I referred to the key dam on the great
southern. It is the Government’s hope
they will do this and endeavour to over-
come the difficulties which no doubt will
be experienced at some time in our history.

I think I have given the House all the
information on this matter which I had
hoped to give. At least I have given
reasons why I think a Royal Commissioner
inquiring into so many aspects of the
farming interests today would be faced
with an impossible task if he were to come
up with a reasonable report which would
have any effect. Heaven knows what like-
ly changes will have taken place in two or
three years’ time. No doubt there will be
many of them, and for the better.

Mr. Graham: A change of Government.

MR. JONES (Collie} [943 pm.]: I sup-
port the motion moved by the member for
Warren. FProm listening to the Minister
for Agriculture it would appear that things
are not tco bad in the industry, and al-
though, perhaps, there is rocom for some
improvement, generally, within a short
space of time things should right them-
selves.

I wander how many years it is since we
have seen organisation within the agricul-
tural sections of Western Australia. From
the information which I can obtain, it
seems we have not seen this kind of or-
ganisation since the depression days.
Meetings have been held in the north, in
the metropolitan area, in the south—in-
deed all over the State. Why are these
meetings being organised by this section
of the industry? It is quite obvious, from
the meetings which I have attended and
fromm representations made to me by
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farmers and fruit growers, that there is a
serious problem due to rising costs and a
decline in the value of primary production.

In the Minister's opening remarks he
dealt with the question of the develop-
ment barometer in the north and that in
the south; but, unfortunately, he did not
indicate where all this expansion is taking
place.

As I see the situation, there has been
some rapid development in the north, but
such is nof the case in the scuth-west of
the State. The references made did not
apply to the metropolitan area. The refer-
ences made by the member for Warren ap-
plied to areas generally within the south-
west of the Stabe itself.

I should like to refer to the opening
remarks in the maiden speech I made in
this Parliament, It is guite clear that
there is a decline generally in the south of
the State. Not only are the unions and
the shires in the south concerned at this,
but a number of other organisations are
concerned; and, from time to time, they
bring their concern to the notice of the
Government.

The Government Statistician’s figures
reveal that in the last seven years there
has heen a decrease in the population of
the south-west by some 4,305 people. In
addition, too, during the same period in-
dustry has suflered in a similar way. T
believe in the last 12 months six timber
mills in the south-west have closed down,
and more are to suffer the same fate. We
have the spectacle of the fibre factory at
Donnybrook, which makes cartons for
packing fruit, having to close down; and
one of the biggest industries in that part
of the State—namely, the coalmining in-
dustry—has also suffered a decline and
the employment figures have reached the
level of 1935,

Everywhere in the south-west we see
general concern being felt about the de-
teriorating position. The Minister, dur-
ing the course of his remarks, paid little
attention to the plight of those engaged
in the fruit-growing industry., I wouild
iike to inform members that a number of
representations have been made to me by
orchardists fram the Preston Valley. They
have drawn my attention to their plight
and the need for something to be done,
or the need for some authority to investi-
gate the position of those engaged in the
apple-growing industry.

I have a copy of a survey conducted by
the Bridgetown Farm Management Club
and it shows the_trend from 1965 to 1968.
This survey indicates the decline in the
position of many farmers. They are fac-
ing lower returns and increasing costs.
The survey also shows the position facing
many farmers today in regard to taxation.
As regards DBridgetown, accountants’
figures show that in 1965-66, 80 per cent.
of the farmers were paying taxation. That
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figure was reduced to 50 per cent. in 1967~
68, and it dropped still further to 20 per
cent. in 1968-69.

So it will be seen that, as I said a
moment ago, a great deal of concern
is being felt in the farming areas in the
south-west. Why are all these meetings.
being organised by farmers? I think it
would be true to say that if they were
connected with the Trade Union move-
ment meetings would be called, but that
is not the case in this instance. These
people are not connected with the Trade
Union movement, but meetings are being
held all over the country and it is obvious
that the farmers themselves are most con-
cerned with the position of the primary
industries.

I should now like to refer to the plight
of those engaged in the apple industry. I
noticed when the Minister was speaking
to the motion moved by the member for
Warren he made reference to the fact that
a Royal Commission had been set up in
1962 to examine the position, and he men-
tioned the surveys that have been car-
ried gut. However, I do not think he is
aware of the problems confronting the
orchardists themselves, Numerous meet-
ings have heen held throughout the south-
west part of the State to consider the
problems. A big meeting was held in
Bunbury last year at which the plight of
various orchardists in the Preston Valley
area was mentioned. One of the orchard-
ists, in his submission, said that in 1953
Granny Smith apples sold for about $2.75
a, case, with 70c to BOc packing costs. To-
day they sell for about $2.50 and the pack-
ing costs are now $1.20,

The report of that meeting shows the
concern of orchardists generally, and if
we examined the positlon of those en-
gaged in the apple-growing industry we
would find that the profits of the growers
have been cut considerably but, at the
same time, their costs of production and
prices generally, have ihcreased out of all
proportion.

I should now like to refer to the ques-
tion of packing, freight, and other charges,
and I have here a return from one of the
orchardists in the Argyle area. He is well
known as is considered to be o very
efficient orchardist. His returns show the
general position in the industry at the
present time. The figures I have are not
old figures; they were referred to me fol-
lowing consultations I had with growers in
that particular part of the south-west.
The figures show that this orchardist for-
warded 601 cases of fruit through Blue
Meon (W.A)) Pty. Ltd. They were Granny
Smith apples, and for the fruit he received
a total of $1,458.30, but the costs associ-
ated with the selling of the fruit are
rather alarming. The costs included levies,
$22.54; a pit retention charge of 20c a case,
$110.2¢; packing shed charges $577.83 and
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$55; receiving and sorting, $120 and $11.20;
making a total charge of $896.77 for hand-
ling the fruit.

S0 this grower, after forwarding 601
cases of export apples, for which the re-
turn was $1,458.30, had to pay $896.77 In
handiing charges. Therefore, his net re-
turn was $561,53. 1 have taken those
figures from the credit note which was
forwarded to the grower concerned, and
they indicate the plight of the orchardist
engaged in the apple-growing industry in
the south-west.

Additional eharges have to be considered,
t0o. There are packing shed charges
from $1.20 to $1.25 a case, and other ad-
ditional charges which reduce consider-
ably the orchardist’s margin of profit.

There are other matters, too, which
concern the orchardist—I refer to the
selling of low-grade fruit in supermarts.
This is having an effect on the market
generally and I do not think that factor
could be denied. I would very much like
to see some control over this aspect so
that people in the metropolitan area will
get fruit of a reasonable quality for the
price -they pay.

To indicate the position on the local
market I would like to refer to a report
of the TUnited Fruit and Vegetable
Growers Co-Operative Limited, dated the
12th June, 1968. If we look at the prices
quoted for fruit in The West Australian
newspaper, and the prices which the
growers receive it will be seen that the
growers have a reason for being concerned
abou$ the plight of their industry. The
report shows that one grower sent 40 cases
of Granny Smith apples to the Metropoli-
tan Markets and he received $56 for them.
However, from that $56 had to be deducted
costs for commission, railway and general
cartage, and so on. These costs amounted
to $19.59 and so, in the final analysis, the
farmer received $36.41 for 40 cases of
Granny Smith apples.

Yet if we look at the price being charged
for fruit in shops in Perth we will see
how ridiculous the position is. I have
a cutting from The West Australiean news-
paper of the 31st August and it shows that
Granny Smith apples were retailing at
gc to 15c a pound, Therefore, if we
examine the situation we will see that at
15¢ a pound the shopkeeper receives $6
for 40 1Ib. I would say the difference be-
tween what the grower receives and what
his product is sold for warrants some in-
vestigation.

The same situation obtains in the citrus
fruit industry where, at the moment,
oranges are selling for as low as $1 a
case. Those associated with the industry
know that only a few years ago growers
were getting up to 60s. & case for the
same class of fruit. I realise it is not
easy to find an answer to the problem.

[ASSEMBLY.]

However, there are numerous reports
which could be quoted to prove the case
we are putting forward. I have here an
extract from the Western Australian Fruit
Grawgr of January, 1968. A report in
tha_t Journal shows the position in regard
to inereased costs and reduced returns to
?pple growers. The article reads as fol-
ows:—

Costs of Production

The apple orchard total costs for
the average orchard in the State were
$9,564 In 1963-64 and $11,812 in
1964-65.

Those are the latest figures available and
they _cleariy indicate that costs are in-
creasing.

I think the Minisier will agree that
when he attended the conference of the
Western Australian Fruit Growers' Asso-
ciation, growers expressed some concern
at the state of the industry. Af the time
the Minister said, “We will have to grapple
with the problems.” 8o it is evident to
him that thete are problems associated
with the apple-growing industry, othere
wise all these meetings would not be held.
The farmers want something done to
arrest the situation.

Mr. Bovell: There always have been
and always will be problems associated
with agricultural production.

Mr. JONES: How long is it since the
Minister has been at any of these meet-
ings? Has he witnessed the position over
the last few vears?

Mr. Bovell: During Show Week I tra-
velled 2,000 miles throughout the country
areas of this State. I saw the people
in those sareas.

Mr. JONES: Have you discussed the
position with the dairy farmers at Cowara-
mup? Have they any problems?

Mr. Bovell: I was there not long ago.

Mr. JONES: Are the dairy farmers at
Cowaramup happy?

Mr. Brand: Not after you had been
around.

Mr. JONES: I was not down there but I
have friends, although the Premier may
not think so.

Mr. Bovell: I was at the Cowaramup
Club birthday celebrations. You have
been down there.

Mr, JONES: I have never attended yet
because I knew the Minister would he
there. If I know the Minister is not going
I will certainly go along ‘next time. How-
ever, to get back to the motion. It is
clear- to me that something needs to be
done and I realise that in dealing with
this matter we have to take into account
the relative position in the other States
of the Commonwealth. I have studied the
Government Statistician’s fizures showing
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the price movements in all Staies of the
Commonwealth. I realise this may be a
national problem but, at the same time,
something will have to be done and some-
one will have to look at the position.

As I said earlier, I have seen the position
of the orchardists deteriorating, and we
all know the number of meetings they
have held. These people are not mem-
bers of the frade union movement—
I refer to those who have been to meetings
gt Anzac House, at Geraldton yesterday,
and at Boyup Brook a couple of weeks aga.
These people called on the Government
to take some action. They do not support
the Opposition; a great number of them
are suppoerters of the Government of the
day, but it is evident to me, from the
approaches that have been made from
corchardists in my district—from the Pres-
ton Valley—that there is a need for some
general inguiry.

Amendments to Motion
I support the praposition moved by the
member for Warren, but before I conclude
I would like ta give notice that I intend
to move an amendment.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber should move his amendment now to
part (4) of the motion.

Mr. JONES: I propose tn delete the
figure four in brackets and insert the word,
“a.‘nd.’!

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber should move to delete the figure 4 and
the brackets for the purpose of inserting
another word.

Mr. JONES: Very well,
amendment—

That the figure and brackets “(4)”
be deleted with a view to inserting a
word.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. JONES: I move an amendment—

That the word “and” be inserted in
lieu.

Amendment puit and passed,
Motion, as Amended

I move an

MER. MITCHELL (Stirling) (10 p.m.l:
I wish to oppose the motion as amended,
and I will give a few reasons for so doing.
I first want to say clearly that one of my
main reasons for opposing the amended
motion is that I believe the appointment
of a Royal Commission to inguire into
this problem would be far too long-
winded. I am certain that the Minis-
ter's suggestion to appoint a committee
to make immediate investigations would
get far quicker results.

Before I go any further, I would like
to draw attention to one or two startling
statements made by the member for War-
ren when he moved his motion. I
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would first like to draw his attention to
his reference to the rule of thumb method
for the sale of lamhbs at Denmark, when
he talked about the price of one lamb for
every 10 sold being a criterion. The cost
of sending a lamb from Denmark to Mid-
land is approximately 70c, and the margin
is over 30¢, which would make the cost $1.
As most lambs do not bring in more than
$4, I would therefore suggest that the cost
is one lamb in every four, and not one
in every 10.

The honourable member also comments
on the decrease in the export price. The
export price has been exactly the same for
a number of years; it has been a guar-
anteed price of 17¢ in England, which is
equivalent to 13ic in Western Australia.

The only reason for not having taken
advantage of this export price for a num-
bher of years is that lambs in Western
Australia are bringing higher prices than
they are on the overseas market. But the
export price has been the same for a
number of years.

It is very refreshing for me to see two
of the newer members of the Opposition
making the comments they have on this
maotion, which deals with the plight of
farmers in Western Australia; because
prior to their coming to this House we on
this side of the House—especially the
members of the Country Party who are
mostly practical farmers—have been ac-
cused by the Opposition of being parasites
battening on the community, and of mak-
ing fortunes out of the less fortunate
people of the State.

It is a wonder to me that these two
new members have been able to alter the
opinion of the people on their side of the
House so far as to move this motion, which
seeks to improve the lot of the farming
community. One would think they were
the first people to realise that the farmers
were faced with problems. Most of us
who are farmers have realised for a long
time that the farming community was
confronted with problems, and we have
been doing all we can to tackle those
problems. As a matter of fact the Country
Party conference carried a motion asking

for an investigation into the meat
industry.
Mr. Jamieson: They carry a lot of

motions but it does not mean very much.

Mr. MITCHELL: Over the last three
yvears when I have spoken to the Address-
in-Reply debate, I have referred to the
problems of the farmers, especially the
problems of the small farmers, and have
pointed out where I believed these farmers
to be in difficulty and what I felt they
should do to overcome those difficulties.

One of the factors was the high price
of sheep, which has had an effect on the
small farmers in the south-western area
in particular, because they are not breeders
of Merino sheep, but purchasers of them.
Such a high cost was placed on these
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sheep that they are now feeling the effect
as a result of having to pay too much for
their replacement stock.

Members opposite who have spoken to
this motion are not the first to realise
that we are faced with problems. We
have been doing something to alleviate
these problems,

In my opinion, the problem of the small
farmer is basic—and I have said this on
many occasions—to the instability of the
wool market. As the Minister pointed
out, any action in regard to the stability
of the wool market can only he taken on
an Australia-wide basis, and therefore
until we can get some stahility in the
wool market it will be very difficult to get
stability in the farming community, be-
cause the farmers in the south-west who
are purchasing 50 many sheep eacth year
are influenced by the wool market; and,
accordingly, if wool increases in value,
then they pay what they feel is probably
too much for their stock. They feel it
is essential that they have this stock.

Members opposite have mentioned quite a
1ot about meetings that have been held and
it is amusing to realise that the farmers
have at last woken up to the fact and
are suggesting that something be done
about it. But we must consider the bona
fides of some of the people who call these
meetings and see whether they are sincere.

The gentleman who called the famous
meeting at Boyup Brock has no doubt had
a change of heart, which I daresay we all
have at times. But I remember only two
years ago there was an agitation among
the clover seed and small seed producers
in Western Australia to do something
about organising their industry and having
organised marketing with Government
assistance. The greatest opponent of this
scheme was the gentleman who called the
meeting at Boyup Brock. He did not want
to organise the industry, or have organised
marketing, or Government assistance.

Now, however, he has changed his mind
and he wants the Government to come to
the aid of all the other industries. Let
us have some sincerity in these things;
.we should not merely jump on the ba_nd
wagon when we feel something is going
wrong. As I have said, this gentleman
was cpposed to organised marketing, and
to Government interference, but now he
wants the Government to guarantee prices
for all primary producers.

Some of the worst hit people, especially
in the south-west, are those who were
dairy farmers and who, on the advice of
farm advisers, went from dairy farming
into sheep farming. 1 know of cases where
these advisers told the dairy farmers that
as they were only milking 20 cows they
could not hope to make money out of it;
that they must go into sheep farming.

They overlook the fact, however, that
people cannot make money out of 200
sheep, which is all their land could carry.

[ASSEMBLY.}

The meeting at Boyup Brook suggested
that the Government guarantee prices for
primary producers—the dairying industry
had a guaranteed price. This was
started by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, 1 do not suggest the price was good
enaugh or that the industry was supported
fully enough, but at least it was backed
by the Commonwealth, and the people
went out of that industry into the sheep
industry, about which they knew nothing.

The people concerned paid exorbitant
prices to get into this industry, because
they felt they were gettinz into something
which was easy. They are now in diffi-
culties. I have done my best to warn
settlers that this would be the case, but
it is very difficult to advise people, and
when they eget hurt they approach the
Government for assistance. We are, of
:ﬁurse, bound to do something to help

em.

I notice many of the fizures quoted by
the member for Warren were quoted by
the farm advisers. Many of the farm
advisers have a habit of getting people
into trouble by adveccating a change of
industry, and they are now looking for a
scapegoat.

In my particular district a few years
ago they suggested that everyone should
get out of cattle and go into sheep. For-
tunately, however, not too many people
tock their advice, and those who stayed in
cattle have reaped the benefit of having
done so. They have stayed in an industry
about which they knew something.

_One must be very careful about advice
given by people in the agricultural indus-
try. In theory it is very easy to make a
fortune out of farming, but it is not quite
50 easy in practice. At times it is not easy
t0 make a living.

We know that the problem of the sale
of surplus sheep is & difficult one, but for
years people have overlooked the fact that
the districts which have the rainfall have
been consumers of sheep. Districts as far
down as Esperance have been consuming
sheep, hecause of their carrying capacity
and, as a result, the problem of surplus
sheep has arisen. Most farmers have
reached their capacity and the problem of
getting rid of surplus sheep is a very real
one. The Government, the agents, and
everybody generally, are trying to do all
they can to expand the export market.
This is the only way we can improve
the position, and I believe, in time,
we will solve the difficulty and that the
export market will take up the surplus.

The Government has been accused of
doing nothing about these problems.
There are many problems facing the
south-west, and the area to which the
motion refers. These problems are not
easily solved. The Government has done
a great deal in trying to find a solution by
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establishing a research station at Man-
jimup; by improving the research station
at Denmark, and by establishing a research
station at Mt. Barker,

This has all been done to overcome the
preblems which confront the south-western
and other areas. The fact is that we are
inelined to look at this rich, fertile country
and imagine we can make a living out
of it by treating it as a straightout grazing
propasition. I do not think it was ever
intended that we should treat it only as a
straightout grazing proposition.

By the establishment of these research
stations we will be given an insight into
better types of cash crops to grow; we
might, perhaps, branch into the growing of
oll seeds; and we will diversify our industry
to the point of being less dependent on
meat and wool.

When we talk about inereased produe-
tion, it must be realised that many people
think this is merely a catchcry. I will give
one instance of just how much increased
production can mean. I know of a farmer
in my distriet who has 1,000 ewes lambing.
He hopes to get 110 per cent. return, which
means 1,100 lambs. If he sells these at
$5 each—it is possible he may only
get $4.50—that will give him $5,500. Other
farmers may get a 70 per cent. return,
which would mean 700 lambs. This would
give a financial return of $3,500.

This farmer by better management and
the use of minerals, is getting a return of
$40 a week from that one item alone—that
is, from the 1,000 ewes.

There we have an example which shows
that, perhaps, increased production and
good management could make a terrific
amount of difference in the small, but
more intensive farming areas of the State.
One of the problems which I have men-
tioned in this House on several occasions
was mentioned again tonight by the Min-
ister. I refer to the fact that throughout
the State we have pockets of drought at
various times and it behoves everybody in
the farming community to nrovide them-
selves with a reserve of fodder to carry
them through for the year. We had such
a pocket in the Bridgetown area this year,
but I do not say that it was the cause of
alt the complaints.

1 have here harrowing details in con-
nection with the number of stock some
people lost. If a farmer has a run of
seven or eight good vears and has a decent
farm. he should make provision for the
conservation of fodder to carry his stock
through for one year if there is not suffi-
cient rain. I am told this is costly. Of
course it is, but the Government does
make finance available for machinery such
as hay balers, mowers, and the like in
order to give a farmer a chance to con-
serve his fodder. Perhaps had some of
these farmers, instead of paying so much
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income tax over the years, put this money
into the provision of a shed to conserve
fodder, they would be better off than they
are today.

I have heard much criticism of the
financial institutions, Some people say
they want more long-term finance. How-
ever, I think one of the problems has heen
that over the past few years too much
finance may have been made available.
Unfortunately many people have taken ad-
vantage of this without giving thought to
what the result would be. They have
taken advantage of the very generous fin-
ance made available by the Commonwealth
Development Bank to improve their pro-
perties. The position is that when these
loans are due to be repaid, the property
is not producing sufficient money for this -
purpose, and the person concerned has to
go to one of the other banks to make ar-
rangements to meet the repayments to the
development bank. So perhaps long-term
finance is not the answer to the problem.
More careful use of the finance available
might be the hetter course,

I am sure we all think the interest rate
is too high. These rates are varied from
time to time and there is very little one
can do about it. A person has to work
his property to try to meet the interest
rates bheing charged.

The member for Collie made some com-
ments in regard to the apple industry. That
is a problem industry—it is a luxury indus-
try—and it is dependent more than any
other on the weather, as well as being
vulnerable to pests and diseases. It is
a costly industry to maintain. People do
not realise the sacrifice that many of the
primary industries are making in order to
provide a good type of produce to the
people in the city areas at reasonable
prices.

The cost of getting apples from the
orchards to the consumer is growing. We
enjoy a high standard of living with which
goes a high wage structure, Much labour
is required to get a case of fruit from the
orchard into the market and it is no
gond‘?r that the labour cost is quite signi-

cant.

The honourable member also said that
a lot of fruit is going through the super-
markets. I believe this is probably a great
break-through for the fruit industry as we
are at least getting fruit to the super-
markets by the use of bulk bins, which ob-
viates packing and wrapping. In addition
to this, after a few days the fruit would
have to be taken out of the wrappers in
order to put it on the shelves of the shops
in the metiropolitan area.

I know when it was suggested earlier at
a fruitgrowers’ conference that fruit be
sold in supermarkets, somebody violently
objected because he thought it would ruin
the fruit industry. In my opinien the fruit
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industry will only survive if it can sell its
produce locally, and the best way is to sell
it in bulk as it is the most economical
method,

Mr. Jones: What about quality?

Mr. MITCHELL: I believe in handling
in bulk. This is being done and the fruit
is reaching people in the city at a reason-
able price. I do not want to labour this
point but wish to state that I support what
the Minister has said. In my opinion it
would be far better to appoint a committee
under the chairmanship of Mr. J. M.
Clayton, because he gained a tremendous
amount of experience with the war service
land settlement scheme in Western Aus-
tralia in latter years when he was in
charge. 1 believe he finalised the war
service land settlement scheme in a very
satisfactory manner. It is interesting to
note that when war service settlers had
any problems the first man they went to
was Mr. J. M. Clayton.

If the Government did decide to appoint
a committee under his chairmanship, I
believe it would make immediate and
important investigations into the problems
confronting, first of all, the meat industry.
I hope the commitiee's investigations
into that industry would be so successful
that the Government would then say,
“Some other industry is not progressing as
well as it might, so what about having a
look at it.” ©On that basis, I am sure
we would improve the situation- and do
much to bring confidence to the people
who have begun to wonder whether farm-
ing is going to be any good again. I
have had that remark said to me on
numerous occasions.

A few of us ean remember the days of
the depression; and I said to one man the
other day that those of us who lived
through the 1930s and know what
the depression was like, all thought we
might as well walk off our farms because
there was no hope of making them pay.
However, since the 1930s quite a different
situation exists in Western Australia, We
have these ups and downs, but I believe
they put the industry to the test. How-
ever, I am quite convinced there is no need
for pessimism in the farming industry.
There are problems which will have to be
overcome, bub pessimism is something
which I do not think belongs to the farm-
ing community and, given a chance within
the next vear or so, I am confident the
farming industry will be on a sounder
foundation than it has been over the last
year or two.

I oppose the motion hecause I believe
the suggestion of a committee is better
than that of a Royal Commission, which
would take a long time to make its findings
and it would be a laborious process. People
would go broke before the Royal Commis-
sion submitted its findings.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Gayfer: Before the honourable
member resumes his seat—

The SPEAKER: The honourable member
must resume his seat.

MR. NORTON (Gascoyne) [10.25 pm.]1:
I rise to support the motion as amended
because it has been moved at an oppor-
tune time and in a very businesslike man-
ner. The Minister, when speaking, tried to
gloss over everything and make out that
the situation was rosy. I do not see how he
can hold that opinion when we are aware
of the large number of meetings that are
being held throughout the country and as
far north as Geraldton, where one was
held yesierday and attended by approxi-
mately 600 farmers. I believe four resolu-
tfions in respect of farm produce were
passed at that meeting.

I have not the exact itext of the motions,
50 I am not going to quote them. I feel the
member for Warren, when introducing
his motion, did so very efficiently and put
forward some telling points, I think one of
the most important things he had to say
was in connection with the report of an
auditor in Bridgetown. He did not say how
many clients were referred to, but did men-
tion the faet that last year the auditor's
clients would have paid $360,000 in tax,
whereas this year he doubted if they would
pay $30,000. If that is an indication of the
drop in retwrns to farmers, there must be
some sort of crisis within the industry.

When one looks at the prices which have
heen paid for mutton and lamb, one can
see that the farmer is not getting a just
deal. I have here a photostat of the same
graph from which the Minister quoted;
and if we look at the mutton prices for
June of last year and June of this year,
we find that the price of mutton in June
last year vanged from 12c to 15¢ a pound,
whereas this year it was 7¢ during the
month of June. That is indicative of the
price for June, July, August, and Septem-
ber.

With regard to lamb prices, we find that
in June last year they ranged from 28¢
to 35¢ and this year from 16¢c to 20c. When
we come to last month we find that the
prices range from 1l4c to 15¢ and then
back to 14¢ per pound; whereas in the pre-
vious yvear they varied—it was quite a big
variation—from 16¢ to 29¢. This definitely
shows there has been a drop in the return
to farmers as far as sheep and lambs are
concerned.

I think there is guite a bit more behind
this than the actual drop caused by over
production znd more sheep and lambs
coming onto the market. It appears to
me that the public is being forced to buy
lamb irrespective of whether they like it
or not. One can go into any butcher’s
shop today and ask for a side of hogget
only to be told that the butcher is sorry
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he has none. Another butcher will say that
if one wanis hogget or mutton and will
give a firm order for 1t he will get it in.
Butchers are boveotting mutton and sell-
ing lamb because the margin is so much
greater.

Over the past week or so we have had
sent to us & summary of the low incomes
of farmers, and alternative proposals. This
has been compiled by Henry P. Schapper,
Reader in Agricultural Economics at the
University of Western Australia. It is a
good pamphlet and well worth studying.
This gentleman has written a number of
pamphlets on different types of farming
throughgout Western Australia. I think his
comments on page 4 are guite pertinent to
the subject which we are discussing at the
moment. They are—

Given that the foregoing analysis
is not too far wide of the realities of
the Australian farming scene, it may
be appropriate to spell out the ele-
ments of a national policy specifically
designed to meet the income needs of
inadequate income farmers. The
major elements are as follows:

There is no deubt that we have & number
of different types of farmers. We have the
farmer who has just the bare amount of
land from which to make a living, with no
prospect of expanding his farm so that he
can keep up with the ever-rising costs in-
volved in production. We also have the
farmer who has sufficient land, and the
farmer who is farming in a big way; but
each of those farmers, in his own way, has
his particular troubles. The report con-
tinues as follows:—

1. Recognition of, and provision
for, a welfare need among inadequate
income farmers for whom it is im-
practicable to leave their farm.

It was mentioned earlier that it would be
necessary for some farmers—if they are
to get a living at all—to accept other
jobs in conjunction with their farm work.
However, in many cases this is not prac-
ticable. The report continues as follows:—

2. Specific rejection of farm price
. subsidies as a basis of solving the low
income farm problem. In Australia,
which has such a large farm sector,
prohibitive transfers would be re-
quired from tax-payers to raise, by
subsidies, the incomes of all low-in-
come farmers to adeqguate levels. 'This
is not to reject price subsidies as com-
pensatory payments, for example, for
tarifi-induced costs.

I would agree that they receive some
assistance but I cannot see that giving
farmers subsidies on a general basis would
solve the economic problem. It would
mean that al] farmers, irrespective of their
income, would have to be treated on the
same basis. However, there should be some
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method of helping the farmers, and I hope
to be able to point out such a method
later on. To continue the report—

3. Special viability finance for
farms with potential to become eco-
nomic units, to be made available
specifically for the purpose of becom-
ing viable.

That is quite a good idea because there are
many farmers who have not the land, and
who are not likely to get the land to in-
crease their holdings or, for financial
reasons, they are not able to develop the
land. A Royal Commission could investi-
zate the posifion in these circumstances
to find out what is required by this tvpe of
farmer. The report continues—

4. Provision for farmers who are
able and willing to be re-trained for
an off-farm occupation.

In this case I think Dr. Schapper is look-
ing to the farmer who is willing to leave
his farm provided he can be taken to an-
other industry which will provide him with
a reasohable living. To continue with the
report—

5. Provision for uneconomic farms,
without potential for ceconomic
viability, to be purchased for consoli-
dation into, or with, viable economic
units faster than through normal
market prrocesses. These processes
often perpetuate the small farm and
low income farm problem,

This is something which had to take place
in England, and in many cther countries
where this problem has arisen. I belicve
we should have a method, as is suggested
here, to overcome our problem. The report
continues as follows:—

The foregoing elements are directed
only towards low income farmers. The
following measures are directed to-
werd improved educsational facilities
and marketing whereby all farmers
may gain, These measures alone could
not adequately help low income
{farmers.

Dr. Schapper then deals with the edu-
cational problem of the farmers and he
points out that the low income farmer
has great difficuity in Keeping his children
at school after reaching the secondary
school stage because of the high cost of
education these days. It is almost im-
possible for a farmer to educate his chil-
dren to the high school standard. 1t is
suggested that a considerably. greater
allowance should be made for the children
in the remoter areas so that they can
carry on and get a better education. They
could then pass out of the agricultural
industry, as it were, and go into other in-
dustries,

This could be very necessary when one
realises that with the extensive mecha-
nisation of farms the reguirement for a
great npumber of labourers has been
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reduced. Farmers now have to look else-
where for employment because there is no
land available at a reasonable price on
which they can settle their families.

The next item he mentions is probably
one of the most important, and reads as
follows:—

2. More aggressive export salesman-
ship. The national export drive should
not be confined to secondary industry.
All farm produce marketing boards
should consider doing their own
wholesaling in foreign markets and
not use agents who handle other
countries produce.

Here again is a problem which a Royal
Commission could very easily look into,
and make recommendations.

Mr. Nalder: What do you think about all
these suggestions?

Mr. NORTON: The suggestions, in
zeneral, are quite good. The reference to
marketing is particularly good. Trade mis-
sions are being sent all over the world
from this State to sell secondary industry
products, but how many missions are go-
ing abroad to sell farm produce?

Mr. Nalder: There is one away at the
moment.

Mr. NORTON: That is the first one, I
take it.

Mr. Nalder: No.

Mr. NORTON: One very seldom hears
about them.

Mr. Lewis: Farm missions have been
sent away over the years to sell our pro-
ducts.

Mr. NORTON: One never hears much
about them. There is no doubt that the
farmer has to he helped, and only last
night the Premier said, in his Budget
speech—

Although the spectacular develop-
ments in mining in recent years have
tended to draw the spotlisht from the
other sectors of primary industry,
there is no doubt that farming is still
the cornerstone of the Western Aus-
tralian economy.

If farming is to remain the cornerstone
of Western Australia's economy, then we
have to look at what is needed to get it
on & very firm footing so that it can re-
main the cornerstone which we require.

After the last war we find that in Eng-
land the British Government had to set to
work to find a way of rehabilitating the
agricultural industry. In 1947 the British
Government brought in an agricultural
Act. T have read the Act and I consider it
to be an excellent piece of legislation. The
introductory paragraph reads as follows:—

For the purpose of promoting and
maintaining, by the provision of
guaranteed prices and assured markets
for the produce mentioned in the First
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Schedule of this Act, a stable and effi-
cient agricultural industry capable of
producing such part of the nation's
food and other agricultural produce
as in the national interest it is de-
sirable to produce in the United King-
dom, and of producing it at minimum
prices consistently with proper re-
muneration and living conditions for
the farmers and workers in agricul-
ture and an adeguate returm on
capital invested in the industry.

I think the sentiments set out in that Act,
are those which we should follow, not only
in this State but on an Australia-wide
basis. The produce referred to in the first
schedule are fat cattle, fat sheep, fat
pigs, cows, milk, eggs, wheat, barley, oats,
rye, and potatoes.

The Act also sets out in five parts, how
this is to be achieved. Part II deals with
good estate management and good hus-
bandry; part III deals with agricultural
holdings; part IV deals with small hold-
ings; and part V deals with administra-
tive and general.

Not only was that Act introduced in
1947, but in 1857 another Act was intro-
duced to make provision for guaranteed
prices and assured markets for producers
of agricultural products in England. A
Royal Commission could very well look into
those two Acts and make recommendations
with regard to the parts which should be
used to help stabilise our industry, which is
so vital to us. Those of us who can re-
eall the 1930s will remember the meetings
which were held by farmers. The farmers
held up the delivery of their wheat and
other produce, and the same thing is start-
ing to develop again. It is up to us to see
that those conditions are not perpetuated,
and it is up to us to see if we can get
stabilisation of the indusfry before we are
faced with a depression.

It 1s in this direction that I believe a
full inquiry could be undertaken and a re-
commendation made, not only for the
State, but for the Commonwealth to put
the industry on a firm basis which could be
carried on for a number of years. If this
were done we would not be hearing about
the various meetings being held around the
country.

We also have to look at our taxation
system, and the road maintenance tax
and other such taxes which increase the
costs to farmers. Costs are getting beyond
the profit line of production. The Minister
sald he believed that the beef meat in-
dustry would be good for many years yet,
but I would issue a warning that the beef
industry could be in the same position as
the lamb industry within three years.

Likewise, the pig meat industry could
also be considerably reduced in that time.
As a matter of fact, prime porkers were
selling last week at 21c a pound, which
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is an indication of the drop which has al-
ready occurred. We have to look at these
things very clearly. Large numbers of
cattle are being reared on the farms
throughout the country and within a very
short time we will find the same position
developing as exists in the sheep industry.
I support the motion as amended.

MR. KITNEY (Blackwood) [10.44 p.n.]:
1 would like to make a few comments on
this motion, as amended. I would not sug-
gest that the fruit-growing industry
should be subjected to an investigation by
& Royal Commission. The faet that my
electorate includes some of the most im-
portant fruit-growing arveas of the State,
and because of the fact that my own family
has been actively engaged in fruit grow-
ing for over half a century, I feel quali-
Aed to state that I have an appreciation
of the problems facing the apple-growing
industry.

If I believed, for one moment, that a
Royal Commission was the answer—or
would find an answer—to the problem of
the apple growers, I can assure members
that I would be amongst the first to aprove
of such a Royal Commission.

However, it was only six years ago that
2 Royal Commission was appointed to in-
quire into the apple industry. It was
appointed in 1961 to inquire into the buy-
ing, presentation, handling, transport,
marketing, and shipping of apples grown
in Western Australia; it was appointed at
the request of the Western Australian
Fruit Growers’ Association, and the msain
reason for its appointment was the dis-
satisfaction of growers with the net prices
pzid to themn by shippers, and with the net
returhs for apples sold on the local market.

Those very same factors which led to
the appointment of the Royal Commission
in 1961 are the factors which exist today.
I have before me a copy of the report of
the commissioner and it consists of
61 pages. I am quite certain that if
anyone were to look through the report
he would find that any recommendations
which were considered to be practical
have been implemented. It is quite ob-
vious that very little was revealed by the
report of which the growers were not
aware, and very little of real value to the
industry was made known. In view of the
time and cost involved in holding this
Royal Commission, I think the growers
were disappointed with the outcome of it.

Since the motion before us was moved
in the House I have spoken to a number
of growers and, without exception, they
have said to me, “Do not let us get in-
volved in another Royal Commission.”

Mr. Jones: We must have talked to
different growers.

Mr. KITNEY: That is the attitude of
the growers. They feel that the 1961
Royal Commission did not achieve what
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they had hoped it would achieve, and
they do not now wish to become involved
in another.

Within the last two years two econo-
mists appointed by the Department of
Agriculture did undertake & survey into
the cost of production within the apple
industry in the south-west. A very
thorough and comprehensive report was
produced, and the findings were published
in the Journal of Agriculiure and in the
Western Ausiralian Fruit Grower. It was
made obvious in the report that the cost
of production was extremely high, but the
report also recommended ways and means
in which growers could combat the rising
costs by applying better methods with
chemical thinning, by irrigation, and by
other means to increase production
and thereby reduce the costs.

It was obvious from the discussion at
the annual meeting of the Western Aus-
tralian Pruit Growers’ Association held
recently that the association was very
much aware of the causes and the
effects of the problems that confront the
producers. These problems are nof con-
fined to Western Australia. They are
Australia-wide. As I mentioned in my
maidenn speech, one of the problems
which confront the growers is over-
production. This is a world-wide prob-
lem. By adopting controlled atmosphere
storage the European countries, which in
the past have looked forward to the Aus-
tralian apples during the out-of-season
period, are now able to store apples for
12 months of the year: and these apples
come out as fresh as when they were
picked. This makes a great difference to
the price of the Australian fruit when it
arrives on the European market.

I feel the fruit growers’ association is
completely aware of the problems. Recently
the Commonwealth Government invited the
States to submit proposals for a scheme
of assistance to be implemented. This
is being done at the present time. The
Slates ure submitiing proposals as to how
they can help themselves, while ai the
same time they receive some assistance
from the Commonwealth.

As far as the local market is concerned,
it is a problem of overproduction. The
member for Collie made reference to the
quality of apples. One thing which came
out of the Royal Commission and which
has been of some benefit was the sugges-
tion for the appointment of the Apple
Sales Advisory Committee. This commit-
tee was appointed with the object of con-
trolling the guality of fruit coming onto
the local market. In a heavy crop year
the standard was set higher than
in g year when there was a light crop. So
in a light crop year the grade could be
reduced slighfly, and producers would still
receive a reasonable return.
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One of the problems of policing the sale
of apples is that up to this year only two
inspectors have been appointed to police
the whole crop throughout the State.
Owing to the lack of finance it was not
possible to engage those inspectors for the
whole of the year, and at the end of
August their services were dispensed with.
From that point the regulations were
lifted, and fruit held in cold storage could
be put on to the market without restriction,
This year four inspectors have been ap-
pointed, and the regulations will be ap-
plied until the end of the year. I think
this will possibly assist in keeping a lot
of the poor quality fruit off the market.
Even with four inspectors it is still a tre-
mendous joh to police the regulations and
to ensure that good quality fruit is sold. I
admit that a lot of poor quality fruit finds
its way onto the market.

One other aspect which growers appreci-
ate and look forward to as being of benefit
to the industry is the increased processing
of apples. At present there is only
one factory in the State which pro-
cesses apples, and the quantity of
apples it purchases is limited, al-
though this year—fortunately for the
growers—there was not a sufficient quan-
tity of rejected fruit to meet the factory's
requirements. I also understand that at
this stage there are not sufficient apple
rejects to meet the demand that has
arisen for apple products and apple juice
in Australia.

From the comments I have heard I feel
quite sure that in the near future there
will be greater competition created within
this State which will probably mean a
greater demand for fruit which, in turn,
will improve the returns growers receive
for their processed apples.

So I consider there is no need to appoint
a Royal Commission. The last Royal Com-
mission that was appointed did not achieve
very much and the growers at present are
fully aware of the problems they
are facing and they are consider-
ing various ways and means which will
give them a better price for fruit sold on
the local market. As I have said, the
growers are aware of their problems and
what is needed to solve them. Therefore
they do not need a Royal Commissioner
to tell them what to do. What they do
need is a sympathetic hearing from the
State and Commonwealth Governments for
additional finanecial assistance.

The member for Collie mentioned the
carton factory at Donnybrook. Unfortun-
ately it has not been the success it was
hoped it would be in the early stages, but
in spite of what the member for Collie
said, it has not closed down but is con-
tinuing to operate with a small staff.
When speaking to the manager of the
factory only a week or 10 days ago, he
told me he feels confident that when the
season opens up his factory will be
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working at full capacity to cope with
the incoming crop. He considers that the
future for the factory is reasonably good.
Thevefore I feel I cannot support the
motion for the appointment of a Royal
Commission into the rural industries in the
south-west which would include an inquiry
into the apple-growing industry.

Debate adiourned, on motion by M.
Runciman.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE

MR. BRAND (Greenough—Premier)
[10.54 p.m.]l: Befare I move the adjourn-
ment of the House, Mr. Speaker, may 1
have your permission to remind members
that in all probability the House will be
sitting on Thursday evening, the 17th Oct-
cber, and on each Thursday evzning
thereafter., As we will be getting on to
the Budget debate, every member will have
to have his speech ready, and I would add
that the House will be sitting longer hours
than it has been to date. I move—

That the House do now adjourn.
Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 10.55 p.m.

Lenislative @omril

Thursday, the 3rd October, 1968

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C. Diver)
took the Chair at 230 p.m. and read
Prayers.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE
THURSDAY SITTINGS
Duragtion

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE asked the

Minister for Mines:
As time is getting on and we are
nearing the end of the first part
of the dual sittings for the parlia-
mentary session, I ask the Minis-
ter: Can he give us any idea of
what he intends to do as regards
Thursday sittings in the future?

The Hon. A, F. GRIFFITH replied:

I think the House should sit after
tea on Thursday from today fort-
night—that is, the 17th October.
I did contemplate asking the
the House to sit after tea next
Thursday; but, in conversation
with the Premier last night, I
ascertained that the Legislative
Assembly would not sit on Thurs-
day nights until that date and I
think it desirable that there
should be some degree of uni-
formity. However, according to
requirements, it may be necessary
for us to sit earlier on Wednes-
days as time draws on.



